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Official Magazine of the 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, Editor 
P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 


September 17,1962 


Dear Erie: 


Thanks very much for the autographed 
reprint of your excellent paper "Additions' 
to Coinage for Colonial Virginia." I think 
I'll always marvel at how you can find the 
time for so much original research work. 

Under separate cover I've sent the September 
issues you requested. Any time I can help 
you, please <j& 11 on me. 

Best personal regards 


Sincerely 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


To Phil Mossman 


December 1, 1997 


From Eric P. Newman 


Re: Virginia Coppers in 
your November 23, 1997 letter 


The field of Virginia coppers is wide open to you. 




Phone: 212/234-3130 
Fax: 212/234-3381 
E-mail: lnfo@AmNlumSoc.Org 
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The American Numismatic Society 


(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 


Broadway at 155 th Street 

New-York-N.Y. 10032 


April 20, 1999 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 

I found a forerunner of yours in developing a classification system for 
Virginia halfpence. Haseltine's auction of February 23-24, 1882, has under 
lots 643-652, the following description: "The following 10 Virginia half 
pennies are all different varieties; to any one offering a sufficient bid 
they will be sold as a set; all are uncirculated and bright; the 
differences, though slight, are sufficient to determine that they were 
struck from different dies, particularly noticeable in the position of 
letters in the legend." The coins are described as Nos. 1 through 10, 
condition of each is "uncirculated; bright." There is no further 
description of any difference in the dies, so it is impossible to figure 
out how the Gregory numbers (Haseltine numbers?) might have converted into 
Newman numbers. 


A! best. 


John Kleeberg 
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Subj: Re: William Veach 

Date: 10/31/2002 5:31:22 AM Central Standard Time 

From: GTrudqen 

To: EricNumis _ 


Hello Eric, 

Thanks for your prompt reply. It's good to hear from you. 

It looks like you have the same information as I do concerning William Veach. He is 
no longer located 2238 Loch Lomand Dr., Vienna, VA and I have been unable to 
locate a new telephone number for him. Also, Jim Spilman has no information 
concerning William Veach. 

Alan Anthony has contacted me asking for a copy of Veach’s Generation Newsletter. 
Unfortunately, Veach's organizational bylaws state that the newsletter cannot be 
reproduced without permission. I've talked to David Gladfelter, an attorney, and he 
recommended that I do not reproduce it without permission even though there is no 
copyright notice on the newsletter. 

I’m pleased that my inquiry has resulted in your finding the original file of Coinage 
for Colonial Virginia with the negatives and all the new data. I’m not in regular 
contact with Alan Anthony so please contact him with your good news. 

The next issue of CNL is at the printer and should be in the mail in early November. 
This issue contains an important paper by Brain Dansforth on the St. Patrick 
coinage. I hope you enjoy it. 

Gary 


T hursday, October 31, 2002 


America Online: bricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Halfpence 

Date: 10/31/2002 7:57:46 PM Central Standard Time 

From: V acoinage 

To: EricNumis _ 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

That is wonderful news. I was about to write a quarterly update to you on my work. I have 
announced in the C4 Newsletter that I will be taking pictures of Virginia Halfpence at the Boston 
convention. I have reached the point where I can insert a meaningful photograph in the manuscript. I 
will follow this with emails this weekend to a few people who have interest in this project and have 
offered their coins for study. I have usable pictures of a good number from my personal collection in 
as a start. I am also trying to track down Mr. Vetch as it appears he has much to add. I hope that you 
will be at the C4 convention again this year as I enjoyed your talk last year very much and would 
love to meet you. I must now do some homework for work tomorrow and go to bed. I will write 
again soon. 

Thanks for thinking of me, 

Alan 


Thursday, October 31, 2002 America Online: hncNumis 
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Subj: Re: Halfpence 

Date: 10/31/2002 8:10:44 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: _ Vacoinaae _ 


Dear Alan: I do not plan to come to the Boston C4 Convention this year. I would have 
met you last year if you would have come forward as I met lots of young people I 
never had the pleasure of meeting. As far as Veach is concerned he wrote me in 1993 
that he was giving up the project and "going on to other things." I hope you find 
loads of halfpence to picture and will not need the ones I have which were taken so 
long ago and with obsolete equipment on today's basis. Eric 


Thursday, October 31, 2002 


America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Va. 1/2d 

Date: 11/03/2002 3:23:54 PM Central Standard Time 

From: Vacoinaqe 

To: _ EricNumis _ 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

I am sorry to hear that we will not meet in Boston. So I will give 
you a quick update on the work. I am now to the point where I am 
fairly comfortable with my ability to assign die varieties to the 
Halfpence. A few of my observations on the die varieties key points 
have been added to the text. I have inserted 26 photographs into the 
text of varieties. Some need to be upgraded to be sure as my budget 
is modest by the colonial collectors standard. My skills at digital 
photography are at best fair but improving. I will send you an 
updated text after the work at Boston is added. I now have 19 die 
combinations in my personal set. I continue to acquire reference 
material on Virginia colonial numismatics and history. At some 
point next year I hope to be able to study some at the Smithsonian 
and Colonial Williamsburg. I hope to confirm or refute the 
existence of at least 2 coins that are said to be unlisted in your work 
at Boston. 

As to your finding the lost Virginia file that is wonderful. I look 
forward to reading anything you write on this or for that matter any 
other subject. I would very much like to buy a set of the plates from 
you to aid in the identification of varieties as I continue to learn. A 
set on glossy photo paper would be a huge improvement over the 
mat finish in the ANS books. It would also save the wear and tear 
on the books. Your plates will be the best and most complete for 
sometime to come. I do not believe that my update of your work 
will be ready to turn over to you or C4 or whoever for at least a 
year. Their are at least a few others who would love to have a set I 
am sure, if you wish to reproduce them. 


Monday, November 04,2002 America Online: txicNumis 
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I will ask you someday to tell me your theory as to how The 
Virginia Halfpence started the Revolution. 


Thanks, 

Alan 


Monday, November 04, 2002 


America Online: fcricNumis 


Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Weights of Virginia Halfpence 

Date: 04/04/2004 6:02:18 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 
To: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 

I assume everyone knows about the CNL article by Jim 
Spilman that looks at the weight distributions of both 
Fugios and Virginians. If you have not read it, the 
reference is: 

Spilman, James. Preliminary Report CNL Fugio Weight 
Survey, The Colonial Newsletter, Vol. 28, No. 3, 

November 1988, pp 1053-1068. 


The report indicates how closely the Virginians were 
in regard to planchet weight in the uncirculated 
specimens. This would argue for a high level of 
consistancy in the rolling of the copper sheets and 
cutting of the planchets. In the last PennyWise, 
there is a report within the body of a meeting report 
that Alan Anthony provided on Virginia weights. Alan, 
any other observations concerning John's findings? 
Roger 


— "John M. Kleeberg" <jmkleeberg@yahoo.com> wrote: 

> I've added to our files area a listing of the 

> weights of forty-some 

> (I can't be bothered to count properly) Virginia 

> halfpence, broken 

> down by die variety. These weights comprise: the 

> nineteen ANS 

> pieces, plus pieces from those catalogs where the 

> weights are 

> reported (Picker, Roper, Eliasberg, Garrett, Hain) 

> that I happen to 1 

> have lying around the house. I cite each source, so 

> as people come 

> across more weights we can avoid counting the same 

> coin twice. 

> There aren't enough observations yet to do a 

> frequency table for V 

> each die variety, but I have\jone one for all the 

> halfpence listed 

> there (except the 1-A, natch). That's at the bottom 

> of the memo. 

> The weight looks pretty tightly controlled. Only 

> one oddity: Lot 

> 1287 in Garrett, which is a real lightweight at 97.7 


Thursday, April 08, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subi Re: Moore's Draft on Virginia Coinage 

Date: 04/04/2004 7:19:19 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: Vacoinage 

To: EricNumis 


“'l am^tedto hear from you I am trying to get my work updated and ready to send you for one of my quarterly 
reports on the State of Virginia's. This will be the die variety chapter only. A small beginning has been madeon 
counterfeits and copies, grading, history and minting. In the accompanying letter I was going to ask you if might 
irvirnevto St Louis to study and phonograph your Virginias? When will your new museum be open? 

1 I am i °the process of tnring to add to and clarify Rogers CNL paper. Though I am not thrilled with h,s basic 
theme based on Veatch'sspeculation. I have also made it clear that I do not support new varieties base only on a 
photo However a good dose of Rogers enthusiasm is not a bad thing for me to catch. Perhaps I can infect him 
with some patience and perseverance. I will see if l/we can turn this paper to something useful and that we can be 
proud of. 


Alan 


Monday, April 05, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Virginia halfpence 

Date: 04/06/2004 9:05:55 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

CC: Vacoinage 


Dear Roger and Alan: 

I have read the draft of the article sent by Roger to us for comment. This is not an 
item to be rushed and we will have a number of suggestions which will be sent after 
you and others have an opportunity to make changes. 

We note that there is a desire to have the weights of the various varieties and I had 
an opportunity to visit my coins at the bank so I am furnishing that information: 

1-A Proof 135,4 grains 

3- E Unc red 113.8 grains 

4- G Unc red 119.0 grains 

4- 0 Unc red 120.3 grains 

5- B Unc red 127.8 grains 

5- Z fine 121.2 grains 

6- X Unc red 121.2 grains 

7- D Unc glossy brown 113.6 grains 
9-B Very fine 110.5 grains 

22- S Unc red 112.1 grains 

23- Q Unc red 106.5 grains 

23- R Unc red 116.1 grains 

24- K Unc olive 114.6 grains 

25- M Unc red 121.5 grains 

26- Y Unc red 121.5 grains 

27- J Unc red 127.6 grains 

There may be a possible slight inaccuracy if the coins fell out of their paper 
envelopes and were put back in the wrong envelope hurriedly as I believe I have not 
looked at them in 40 years. There even may be a variety error as I have not 
rechecked the variety in all those years. 

I may also have a duplicate or so somewhere. 

I hope this data is helpful. Eric 



Tuesday, April 06, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Die Paper 

Date: 04/08/2004 4:25:57 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, I will send out an updated draft this 
weekend with the changes the Alan has suggested as 
well as the ones you mention below. I will place you 
as a co-author on this new draft. Thank you. Roger 


— EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

> Dear Roger: 

> It is better if you mail me the new draft of your 

> article. 

> If someone has not already pointed it out your chart 

> should have the asterisk 

> applied to the obverses with the period, not the 

> ones without it. The 

> asterisks should be black dots and then they have 

> meaning when placed upon the 

> individual obverse images. You should also include 9 

> string reverse RM in the chart 

> even if no normal strikes from it and perhaps the 

> 1774 silver strike. 

> exist. You might use middle initials of everyone 

> involved. Do not use Tower 

> Mint as it is the Royal Mint. I have many more 

> suggestions but will await any 

> revision. Eric 


Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Small Business $15K Web Design Giveaway 
http://promotions.yahoo.com/design_giveaway/ 


Friday, April 09, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 



Subj: Virginia Die Study article 

Date: 04/14/2004 12:20:46 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Dear Roger: 

I received your new draft of the article on the above. What an enormous amount of work you and your team have 
put into it. 

I am mailing it back to you with my suggested changes in red ink. 

You must understand that I try to be helpful but do not hold back on matters which I believe will expand, contract, 
correct or clarify anything and I try to avoid things which might irritate anyone. The subject matter is complicated 
as you well know. I therefore hope you and Alan do not take my suggestions as criticism. I try not to get hung up 
on trivia or unrelated matters. 

One of the problems of my being a coauthor is that I do not want it to look as if I am saying complimentary things 
about my prior work as that makes me look like an egomaniac. I have therefore eliminated your nice comments. 
Perhaps I ought to add a personal statement at the end that it is a privilege to be asked to expand a subject which 
I had published about fifty years ago. I imagine that is the longest interval for any numismatic researcher 
participating in revising his work. I could state that I tried to help Veach who did not complete his endeavors. I 
have no objection to being a coauthor now that I have done sufficient work on the matter, Both you and Alan have 
asked to see my pieces and my old files. I have found what I think are all of my photographic images, plate paste¬ 
ups and correspondence relating to my original and amended work. I have my full file with Veach. 

Perhaps when you receive my suggested changes in your last draft you will want to rub me out. Eric 


Wednesday, April 14, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Die paper update 

Date: 04/19/2004 11:25:04 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: ericnumis@aol.com, vacoinage@aol.com 

4-19-2004 

Dear Eric, 

I received the corrected paper today and have gone 
over all your comments. Thank you very much for 
having taken the time to provide the input. I think 
the paper will be better for the changes. A few 
things that I think we need to discuss further in 
regard to the changes are: 

1) I will contact Eric Goldstein to update the “dug” 
Virginians in Colonial Williamsburg. I have changed 
the paper based on his expected input, but this will 
not be finalized until I make contact with him. 

2) I found an original reference to some of the States 
where Virginians have been found. It is in 
Dickeson!!! I will reference this work, rather than 
the email from John Kleeberg. I have always felt that 
Dickeson was a numismatist that receives little 
recognition today but was the father of much of the 
work that was later performed. I am gathering data on 
this life for a possible future paper. 

3) I have to disagree with one or your proposed 
changes, Eric. The Dyer and Gaspar paper shows the 
reverse punch and it is photographed. Therefore, they 
did find it. I think that this is the most important 

of all their findings for me, since it points to those 
elements in the shield that can be variable and 
therefore used in an attribution guide!! I left that 
sentence in the paper about the reverse punch, as I 
had originally written. 

4) The Gold Frog, of which I now own a copy, has 
Veach’s name as William N. Veach (not C. Veach). 

5) James Spilman’s middle initial is “C”. 

6) I am not sure where to go with the obverse 14. I 
need both you and Alan to give me your thoughts. 
Should we include as a new variety or call it an early 
die state 15? I think the paper has to be in limbo 
until this is decided. I also based my observations 

on the George III head size differences between the 14 
and 15 using the distorted photograph of Alan’s coin. 

I need to do a similar comparison with the 15-D I just 
received in the mail today. However, since Alan has a 
higher condition 15-D, I would ask for his input on 
this comparison with the 14 obverse!!!. Alan, I need 
to know what you think. 


W J0 9 3SBJ 


Tuesday, April 20, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


7) The new reverse W does look like a W when printed 
in bold, but when in the normal state (non-bold) it 
really looks like two Vs. Therefore, since this was 

one of the key discussions on the e-group, I have left 
it as a double V for now. However, I would like 
Alan’s input as to his thinking of making it a “U" 
rather than a W. 

8) Eric, Figure 5 is the photograph of the pot metal 
pressing of the 9 harp string reverse. We will need 
to send a copy of this photograph in with the paper. 

I hope you have one already made. 

9) I left the “intra” meaning within group sharing, 
and the “inter” meaning between group sharing, 
language in the paper. 

10) The L-1 is a die combination listed by Veach in 
his papers. 

11) I do not have the New Netherlands Catalog # 59, 
which was on 6/1967. I will need to get the exact 
date on this and get a copy of the catalog. 

12) Eric, I think a personal statement by you at the 
end of the paper concerning the 50 year period between 
Virginia papers is a great idea. You might consider 
what you would like to put in this statement. 

I made all the other changes and have attached a copy 
of the updated paper. I have put in bold some 
verbiage in the area that further input is needed. 

Key in all this is your view on the 14 and 15 
obverses. I still feel the egg on my face from 
accepting an auction catalog description and 
attribution of the “14-E” as correct without 
question!! I can resend a copy of the 14 if you need 
it, and I will send a copy of my 15 obverse when I get 
a chance to photograph it. 

Thank you once again for your input Eric!! 

Best regards, Roger 


Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Photos: High-quality 4x6 digital prints for 250 
http://photos.yahoo.com/ph/print_splash 
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Subj: Re: Die paper update 

Date: 04/20/2004 8:13:52 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Hello Roger: 

I have an Antarctic anesthesiology story to tell you but it can wait. It helped me 
acquire the Edward Green numismatic collection. 

I am glad you can use some of my suggestions to your draft and even happier that 
you check them out thoroughly for accuracy. I make mistakes. 

Would it be helpful if I sent you and Alan some original proof sheets of 
plates prepared for my 1956 and 1962 articles on Virginia. It would be a gift 
honoring your diligence and devotion to the cause. I just found them. They include 
Reverse RM. 

I may not be much help in diagnosing any difference between 14 and 15 but 
suggest carefully measuring the distance between the periods. I will study anything 
you send. 

As to Dickeson he is reasonably reliable on things you are using him for but was so 
widespread in his research topics that he was often technically unsound. His 
thoroughness was so poor that Crosby had to do everything over again. 

Eric 


Tuesday, April 20, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj Re: Changes 

Date: 04/21/2004 8:41:37 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Done. Roger 

— EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

> Please put in the words "In the 50 year period since 

> that beginning" in place 

> of the words "In that 50 year period". 

> Eric 



Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Photos: High-quality 4x6'digital prints for 250 oug 
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Subj: Re: Die :3UH u O botjouiv t7003 ‘£0 lF d V 'tep.mins 

Date: 04/20/2004 9:56:38 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Eric, 

I wonder if Edward Green was a relative of Nicholas 
Green - a past president of the American Society of 
Anesthesiologists. I am Treasurer of that 
organization now. I would love to hear your story 
some time. 

Of course, the proof sheets of your original plates 
would be a tremendous gift to me and Alan. Aside from 
their usefulness in providing good images of some of 
the more difficult varieties, it would be quite an 
honor to possess them - just because of their historic 
importance in the study of Virginia coinage. I could 
most likely take the RM image from this plate to use 
in our paper, unless you have a photo of the RM 
pressing that is stand alone. 

In regard to the 14 and 15 problem, Alan has offered 
to send me his coin to study and photograph properly. 

Once proper photographs are made, the technology to 
make an absolute determination is presently available 
- computer overlay studies of the coin images - but I 
have only just begun learning the technique. In my 
mind the future of Virginia attributions could well 
lay in having a computer program into which one feeds 
an image of an unknown Virginia variety, and then a 
rapid computerized cross check of the unknown with a 
series of identified images would be performed 
automatically, leading to identification of the 
unknown. This is similar to what is now done with 
fingerprint analysis. I just need to learn how to do 
all this!!! 

Few realize the impact that Dickeson had on the New 
Jersy coinage. It was his collection that Dr. Maris 
bought on his birthday and used as the core for 
developing his still unmatched photographic plate. I 
have studied the descriptions of the NJs that were 
provided by Dickeson in his book and have tried to 
develop a cross reference with the Crosby and Maris 
descriptions. This is not easy since Dickeson's 
descriptions are so nebulous and he only describes the 
obverse. However, I think Dickeson had a major 
influence on Maris and put him on the road to 
producing his 1881 folio. 

I just took pictures of my 15-D and will try to 
process tonight. I will send them on to you and Alan 
once they are ready. 
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forthcoming publication. 

I am working on a Williamsburg coin article myself at 

the present time, 

which I hope to complete soon. 

With best wishes, 

William E. Pittman 

Curator of Archaeological Collections 
Department of Archaeological Research 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
P. O. Box 1776 

Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-1776 
(757) 220-7332 office 
(757) 565-8577 office fax 


Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Photos: High-quality 4x6 digital prints for 250 
http://photos.yahoo.com/ph/print_splash 
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Subj: Colonial Williamsburg 

Date: 04/20/2004 10:05:00 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: ericnumis@aol.com, vacoinage@aol.com 

Eric and Alan, Of interest I have already received 
information about the Virginia coin finds in and 
around Colonial Williamsburg. Mr. Pittman wrote the 
following in response to my inquiry (I was directed to 
him by Erik Goldstein). I will update our paper 
accordingly. One change the Erik suggested,and this 
is echoed indirectly in the comments below, is the 
circulation of the Virginia halfpence was not limited 
to only the colonial times but also more importantly 
for a long period following the Revolution!! I will 
need to modify the paragraph somewhat to accomidate 
these observations. Roger 


Dear Mr. Moore, 

Thank you for your recent email concerning Virginia 
halfpennies. There 

are a total of 99 Virginia halfpennies in Colonial 
Williamsburg's 

Archaeological Collection. Eleven of these were found 
outside the 

boundaries of 18th-Century Williamsburg: one was found 
at Carter's Grove 

Plantation, a Colonial Williamsburg property and 

museum, and ten more were 

found at a nearby property called Rich Neck 

Plantation. We excavated Rich 

Neck Plantation over the course of five years and 

salvaged the 

archaeology before the area was developed into an 
upscale housing development. 

All of our halfpennies show considerable circulation 
wear and many were 

retrieved from archaeological contexts that date to 
the first quarter 

of the 19th century. During the course of our 
excavations in and around 

Williamsburg, we generally encounter at least one of 
two additional 

Virginia halfpennies each year, so the total number 
that we curate will 

continue to increase. Please feel free to cite me as 
a reference in your 
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Subj: 4/21/04 Revised end comment 

Date: 04/21/2004 7:49:51 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

As a participant in writing this publication I am delighted to have my research on 
Virginia copper coinage revisited and revised since I originally wrote a manuscript 
on the same subject in 1954, had it published in 1956 and supplemented it in 1962. 
In that 50 year period many numismatists have added to the topic including James 
C. Spilman, John M. Kleeberg, Richard Picker, Michael J. Hodder, Philip L. 
Mossman, Gary A. Trudgen, Ted L. Craig, Jeff Rock, Raymond Williamson, etc. In 
1989 through 1993 William C. Veach did an immense amount of research work and 
published a monthly Generation Newsletter to stimulate greater interest in the 
subject but unfortunately abandoned the work. In 2002 a new group of enthusiasts 
and some of the prior researchers joined with the coauthors hereof to create a team 
to see this complex matter through. I am gratified to have been asked to join and 
help that team. 

Whether or not a 50 year span between two writings on a specialized numismatic 
subject by the same researcher may be a record of sorts it demonstrates that any 
writer should not be complacent about his or her work and should expect others as 
well as himself or herself to improve the work by further studies and findings. 

Eric P. Newman 

Please correct or improve the above. 
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Subj: 4/21/04 Revised end comment 

Date: 04/21/2004 7:49:51 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

As a participant in writing this publication I am delighted to have my research on 
Virginia copper coinage revisited and revised since I originally wrote a manuscript 
on the same subject in 1954, had it published in 1956 and supplemented it in 1962. 
In that 50 year period many numismatists have added to the topic including James 
C. Spilman, John M. Kleeberg, Richard Picker, Michael J. Hodder, Philip L. 
Mossman, Gary A. Trudgen, Ted L. Craig, Jeff Rock, Raymond Williamson, etc. In 
1989 through 1993 William C. Veach did an immense amount of research work and 
published a monthly Generation Newsletter to stimulate greater interest in the 
subject but unfortunately abandoned the work. In 2002 a new group of enthusiasts 
and some of the prior researchers joined with the coauthors hereof to create a team 
to see this complex matter through. I am gratified to have been asked to join and 
help that team. 

Whether or not a 50 year span between two writings on a specialized numismatic 
subject by the same researcher may be a record of sorts it demonstrates that any 
writer should not be complacent about his or her work and should expect others as 
well as himself or herself to improve the work by further studies and findings. 

Eric P. Newman 

Please correct or improve the above. 
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Subj: Re: 4/21/04 Revised end comment 

Date: 04/21/2004 7:54:20 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Eric, Thank you. I had added the other paragraph to 
the paper under the title of "Personal Observation 
From Eric Newman". I will substitute this one in its 
place and I agree that it flows better. Rogers 


— EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

> As a participant in writing this publication I am 

> delighted to have my 

> research on Virginia copper coinage revisited and 

> revised since I originally wrote a 

> manuscript on the same subject in 1954, had it 

> published in 1956 and 

> supplemented it in 1962. In that 50 year period many 

> numismatists have added to the 

> topic including James C. Spilman, John M. Kleeberg, 

> Richard Picker, Michael J. 


> Hodder, Philip L. Mossman, Gary A. Trudgen, Ted L. 

> Craig, Jeff Rock, Raymond 
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Subj: Re: 4/21/04 Revised end comment 

Date: 04/21/2004 8:08:15 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Eric, Good idea. You have an unusual middle name. Is 
it from a parent? Mine is Addison and was the middle 
name on my father's side for a number of generations 
back. I don't dislike using middle initials, but I 
have to admit that if I don't know them, I usually 
don't try to find out what they are. Roger 


— EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

> You do not seem to like using middle initials. I 

> prefer mine to be used. The 

> P is for Pfeiffer. 

> I think it might be helpful to mention all the 

> people who helped the team if 

> you wish. Eric 


Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Photos: High-quality 4x6 digital prints for 250 
http://photos.yahoo.com/ph/print_splash 
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Subj: Re: Changes 

Date: 04/23/2004 10:46:24 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Eric, I just got into Hawaii and I have high spped 
internet access in my hotel!! In regard to word 
descriptions of the dies, this is in the chapter that 
I have listed you, Anthony and me to write. In fact 
this chapter is the real MEAT of the book which will 
include not only the word descriptions but high 
quality and large photographs of each die variety. The 
book is a future project, but in my mind, all that is 
going on before is leading up to the book. 

Best, Roger 


— EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

> Roger: 

> Please add to your list of a future Virginia book 

> content: 

> Word description of die varieties. 

> Eric 


Do you Yahoo!? 

Yahoo! Photos: High-quality 4x6 digital prints for 250 
http://photos.yahoo.com/ph/print_splash 
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Subi: Insert to article 

Date: 04/29/2004 12:06:06 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Dear Roger: 

l^have'rCTvritten'the 1 paragraph I previously submitted and would appreciate it if you 

As ^participant in writing this publication I am enthusiastic in having my research 
and writing on Colonial Virginia copper coinage revisited and , r 5y' sed , onginal y 
wrote a manuscript on that topic in 1954, had it published in 1956 and 
supplemented it in 1962. In 1982 Graham P. Dyer and Peter P. Gaspar reviewed 
and carefully described the Royal Mint records and the remaining Virginia matrices, 
punches and dies, locating a Virginia reverse punch which had been improperly 
categorized. Many other numismatists added to the die varieties and history, 
including Ted L. Craige, Howard W. Harner, Michael J. Hodder, John M. Kleeberg 
Philip L Mossman, Richard Picker, James C. Spilman, Gary A. Trudgen, Raymond 
Williamson etc. In 1989-1993 William N. Veach did a large amount of research on 
the Virginia coinage and published a Generation Newsletter to stimulate greater 
interest in the subject. Unfortunately he abandoned the work. In 2002 a new group 
of numismatists and some of the prior researchers joined with the coauthors to 
create a team to see this complex matter through. I am pleased to have been asked 

to join that team. .... • 

Whether or not a half century span between two writings on the same specialized 
subject by the same researcher may be a record of sorts it does show that any 
writer should not be complacent about his or her work and should expect others as 
well as himself or herself to improve the topic by further studies and findings. 

Eric P. Newman 


Thursday, April 29, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


Subj: Die Paper 

Date: 05/08/2004 11:07:03 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: ericnumis@aol.com, vacoinage@aol.com 

Hi Eric and Alan. Sorry for the long relative silence 
but things have been a little hectic. I thought I 
would provide an update on our paper. I have had both 
telephone and email communication with Alan in this 
past week. I think we are both becoming more 
convinced the obverse 14 is an early die state of the 
15. Alan is sending me his 15-D, I have a 15-D of my 
own now, and Syd Martin will be bringing over to my 
house his "14-D" so we can line them all up and make a 
decision as to their sameness. In addition Syd will 
be bringing all his Virginians as well as Alan's 28-N. 

At that time we will determine whether the 28-N is 
actually a new variety. I plan to photograph them 
all, so we can significantly add to our photo files 
for the next project. 

In regard to the paper, I have added the recent 
reference on the Virginia coins being used to close 
the eyes of a deceased person. I have changed the 
number of known die varieties throughout the paper 
caused by the removal of 14 as a die type. In 
addition I have changed the die chart by removing the 
14. Also, I have solidified the 5-B as being the 
first die combo before the 5-Z based on some 
observations of high grade coins. I have made some 
additions suggested by Eric in regard to his personal 
communication. For the most part the paper has 
remained intact and I think it is stronger due to 
waiting to obtain confirmation of some of the big 
questions we had. 

I guess that before we send it to the publisher for 
review for possible acceptance and publication, I will 
need the following: 

Alan - 

1) I need to see your 15-D which hopefully is on the 
way to me in the mail. 

2) I will need to see your 28-N which I will arrange 
to have Syd bring over once I get your 15-D. 

3) I need you to read the paper over once again 
(attached)to make sure there isn't anything you would 
not want stated. 

4) Forthe next project, I need a good digital photo 
of your reverse E. 

Eric - 


Sunday, May 09, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 



1) I need a photo of your 9 harp string reverse 
pressing to use as Figure # 5. 

2) I also need you to check to make sure that as the 
paper is now approaching finalization, there is no 
statements in the paper that you cannot abide by. 

3) For our next project I need a high quality photo 
of a number of varieties, but especially a reverse E 
at this moment!! 

Sorry, I don't want to be pushy in all this but I 
think we have come a long way in a short time, and I 
am proud of the product that we have produced. I 
would like to see it in print, so we can move on to 
other Virginia coinage related projects!!! 

Happy Hunting!! Roger 


Do you Yahoo!? 

Win a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 
http://hotjobs.sweepstakes.yahoo.com/careermakeover 
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Subj: Re: Kolbe sale of Ford letters 

Date: 05/14/2004 6:56:00 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, I will bid on the lot. In regard to the 
Virginia Die paper, I posted it today to you by snail 
mail. I included the attribution charts for the Saint 
Patrick halfpence for your enjoyment. These are 
strictly confidential since I have shared them with NO 
ONE else other than the co-authors that I am trying to 
sign on to this project. Let me know your thoughts on 
the Virginia paper. We will need your photo of the 9 
harp string reverse!! I would like to get a photo of 
the E reverse also. I look forward to your comments!! 
Roger 


— EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

> Dear Roger: 

> Thank you for the compliment that you might bid on 

> the letters I wrote to 

> Fred Boyd which are in Lot 705 of the coming 

> numismatic literature sale. I 

> probably have my copies of them and the responses if 

> any in my files but I have no 

> reason to look for them at this time. Sometimes I or 

> my secretary filed by 

> topic, sometimes by individual, sometimes by firm 

> and sometime only by 

> alphabetical letter. My various capable and nice 

> secretaries did not survive it. My Email 

> was Eric or Everybody handwritten or dictated mail 

> and retrievable by a hunt. 

> You do not know how fortunate you are to do 

> communication research by 

> Electronics. The only computer we had was cranial. 

> Do not wear out. Eric 


Do you Yahoo!? 

SJJC Yahoo! - Internet access at a great low price. 
h^tp://promo. yahoo.com/sbc/ 
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Subj: Re: Kolbe sale of Ford letters 

Date: 05/15/2004 10:20:14 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Dear Roger: 

The RM photo, reverse E photo and two others were mailed to you today along with 
my gift to you of the Virginia halfpence image page proofs of my 1957 and 1962 
articles in appreciation of all your work on the subject. The four photos are to be 
returned to me in due course. You may wish to use an image from the page proofs 
to study as they are rather clear. 

I look forward to the new draft you have sent. My wife and I are going away next 
Saturday for a week on the "Mississippi Queen" paddlewheeler from New Orleans 
to Memphis. Eric 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Mr. Robert Kover 

Date: 05/21/2004 10:10:10 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: r.b.korver@att.net 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com " 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

Alan, 

I have not seen any prior emails -- have no idea why. 

Home address is: 

1432 W Peters Colony Rd 
Carrollton TX 75007 

Bob 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to: 
http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/ 


From: vacoinage@aol.com 
To: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 
Subject: [VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773] Mr. Robert Kover 
Date: Sat, 22 May 2004 01:00:27 +0000 
Content-Type: Multipart/alternative; 

boundary="NextPart_Webmail_9m3u9jl4l_1323_1085195382_1" 


Robert, 

You said some time ago that you would like a copy of my manuscript, but twice now I have mailed you 
for a POB or work address, something. Is one of our spam filters blocking one of our emails? 

Alan 


Saturday, May 29, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 



Page 1 of3 


Subj: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] RPS counterstamp 

Date: 12/01/2004 9:50:29 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

Hi all. Our group has been pretty quiet lately but 
just wanted everyone to know that I am moving ahead 
with a number of Virginia projects. The VA forgery 
paper is still in the formative stage. I am 
accumulating images and coins now and added two more 
VA electotypes and one cast counterfeit to my growing 
collection of these "coins" at the C-4 convention. 

In addition I am actively using an attribution guide 
for VA coins that I developed and which, for the most 
part, works. However, I still need to upgrade some of 
the images and work out some of the kinks. This will 
be a future CNL paper. 

I know Alan A. has an interest and knowledge of the 
counterstamped VA coinage - especially the RPS 
counterstamp that Veach talks about in his Newsletter. 

I finally broke down and bought one on ebay the other 
day. Images are attached. I look forward to hearing 
from Alan what he has found out about the origin of 
these coins. Alan, I also photgraphed Dennis 
Wierzba's counterstamped coin and can send images to 
you if you need them for your study. His is double 
stamped with RPS and holed. Roger 


-Yahoo! Groups Sponsor--—> 

$9.95 domain names from Yahoo!. Register anything. 

Click Here! 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to: 
http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/ 
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Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

Reply-to: 

To: 


[VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Ford Lot # 99 

01/05/2005 2:18:58 P.M. Central Standard Time 

rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com, mike468hodder@yahoo.com 


Hi all I have now received two seperate 
communications about lot # 99 which is in the up 
coming Ford sale. It is stated that it is the 2-E 
plate coin from Newman's article. However, the 
concensus among the handful of people that attribute 
these coins is that it is actually anil -D. 

Therefore, if it is the 2-E plate coin then the plate 
is wrong or it could be an 11-D that got into the 2-E 
flip. I have CCed Mike Hodder for his input into all 
this. The other obvious mistake in the Virginia 
section is the 4-0 being labeled as an 8-0. Thoughts, 
anyone?? rRoger 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to: 
http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/ 
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Subj: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Ford Lot # 99 

Date: 01/05/2005 2:18:58 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com, mike468hodder@yahoo.com 


Hi all. I have now received two seperate 
communications about lot # 99 which is in the up 
coming Ford sale. It is stated that it is the 2-E 
plate coin from Newman's article. However, the 
concensus among the handful of people that attribute 
these coins is that it is actually an 11-D. 

Therefore, if it is the 2-E plate coin then the plate 
is wrong or it could be an 11-D that got into the 2-E 
flip. I have CCed Mike Hodder for his input into all 
this. The other obvious mistake in the Virginia 
section is the 4-0 being labeled as an 8-0. Thoughts, 
anyone?? rRoger 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to: 
http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/ 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Ford Lot # 99 

Date: 01/07/2005 1:03:04 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 


Dear Roger: 

I have no information to help you on the misattribution of any Virginia halfpence. I 
have had no contact with the matter for many decades other than Veech, Anthony 
and you. Who made an error in this difficult work is certainly not as important as 
correcting it. 

My best. Eric 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773] Ford Lot # 99 

Date: 01/05/2005 3:51:30 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 
To: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 


Hello Eric. I am wondering if Ford did not mix up the 
coins also and the result is Lot # 99 being an 11-D. 
Alternately, the question for Mike Hodder who 
cataloged the lots is; did the coin come in a labeled 
flip or was it independently attributed? If the 
latter, by whom? The D and E reverses are very easy to 
confuse(the miss attributed 15-D being called a 14-E 
is one example) and the 2 and 11 obverses are equally 
difficult to distinguish. Mike? Roger 


— EricNumis@AOL.COM wrote: 

> Dear Roger: 

> As I previously indicated and as you know my 

> original images were messed up 

> in the original publication of my Virginia article 

> and I tried to straighten 

> the matter out by the amendments. Why don't you ask 

> for an image (enlarged if 

> possible) of the coin and come to your own 

> conclusion. 

> Sorry I cannot be of more help. Eric 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773/ 

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to: 
http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/ 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Ford Lot # 99 

Date: 01/07/2005 1:07:50 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis@AOL.COM 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 


Dear Roger: 

I have no information to help you on the misattribution of any Virginia halfpence. I 
have had no contact with the matter for many decades other than Veech, Anthony 
and you. Who made an error in this difficult work is certainly not as important as 
correcting it. 

My best. Eric 


Yahoo! Groups Sponsor 

ADVERTISEMENT 


Netflix Delivers 
DVD Rentals 


Try Netflix 
FREE 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! 
Terms of Service. 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Ford Lot # 99 

Date: 01/08/2005 9:20:41 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

Dear Roger: 

As I indicated I cannot be of help in the current problem. You know what a difficult 
time I had going it alone half a century ago with mediocre photography, a limited 
number of pieces to study, no one to help me and struggling to find the minute 
variety differences. 

Without me making blunders all of you would not have half the fun you are now 
having with the study. 

Even Jefferson made a blunder as to Virginia coinage in his "Notes on Virginia". 
My best. Eric 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Ford Lot # 99 

Date: 01/07/2005 1:25:54 P.M Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to. VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 


Thank you Eric. I have recruited a few of the 
dedicated "Virginia Boys" to help sort out this 
dilemma. I have not been able to hunt down a 2-E in 
any collections. The one that is selling in Ford is 
your plate coin for the obverse 2 but on reattribution 
seems, at least by the three of us evaluating it, to 
be an 11-D. The one person that has one in his 
collection labeled as a 2-E, sent me photos of the 
image and it would seem that it is actually an 11-D 
also. This brings up a very difficult question of 
whether the 2-E actully is a bonofied variety. Since 
the E reverse only appears with the 2 obverse and vice 
versa; I wonder if the E reverse on your plate is not 
simply a F reverse. The E and F reverses are 
incredibly similar and in fact in my attribution guide 
are right next to one another. The same goes for the 2 
and 11 obverses. We need to do more work on this 
before reaching any definite conclusion but if you 
could shed any light on whether you know of a 2-E in 
anyone’s collection that we can verify, that would be 
a big step forward!! Roger 


— EricNumis@AOL.COM wrote: 

> Dear Roger. 

> I have no information to help you on the 

> misattribution of any Virginia 

> halfpence. I have had no contact with the matter for 

> many decades other than 

> Veech, Anthony and you. Who made an error in this 

> difficult work is certainly not 

> as important as correcting it. 

> My best. Eric 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to: 
http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/ 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Ford Lot # 99 

Date: 01/08/2005 9:21:09 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis@AOL.COM 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 

Dear Roger: 

As I indicated I cannot be of help in the current problem. You know what a difficult 
time I had going it alone half a century ago with mediocre photography, a limited 
number of pieces to study, no one to help me and struggling to find the minute 
variety differences. 

Without me making blunders all of you would not have half the fun you are now 
having with the study. 

Even Jefferson made a blunder as to Virginia coinage in his "Notes on Virginia". 
My best. Eric 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/gr oup/V irginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
VirginiaHalfpe nceOf1773- unsubsc ribe@yahoogroups.com 

• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! 
Terms of Service. 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Ford Lot # 99 

Date: 01/08/2005 10:25:17 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 
To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 


Hi Eric. I in no way wanted to diminish the 
incredible work you have done on this series by my 
questions. I must admit, that without your seminal 
effort, I probably would never have gotten involved in 
the coinage at all. Having said that, I think it 
behooves us as we go forward to get this straightened 
out. It is just a matter of time and the timely 
appearance last week of the "2-E" in the Ford sale 
that has precipitated this renewed look at the 
varieties. I realize that you having been away from 
the Virginians for awhile, my trying to dredge up what 
you were thinking some 40 years ago would not be easy. 

No harm asking. In any case I will keep you up to 
date on what we come up with, though I have to say 
that unless we can come up with an example of a 2-E 
somewhere, this variety my fall. Thank you for your 
help and interest in this series that tends to drive 
one (Me?) crazy. Roger 


— EricNumis@AOL.COM wrote: 

> Dear Roger: 

> As I indicated I cannot be of help in the current 

> problem. You know what a 

> difficult time I had going it alone half a century 

> ago with mediocre 

> photography, a limited number of pieces to study, no 

> one to help me and struggling to 

> find the minute variety differences. 

> Without me making blunders all of you would not have 

> half the fun you are 

> now having with the study. 

> Even Jefferson made a blunder as to Virginia coinage 

> in his "Notes on 

> Virginia". 

> My best. Eric 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to: 
http://dods.yahoo.com/info/terms/ 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHaifpenceOf1773] 2-E Virginian 

Date: 01/09/2005 8:00:56 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 


David, Thank you for the detailed input. I have to 
admit that my eyes felt like they were about to fall 
out last night. You can image the difficulty Eric had 
40 years ago trying to come up with the original 
designations much less the individual varieties!! I 
look forward to hearing from others. Roger 


— David Gladfelter <dgladfelter@comcast.net> wrote: 

> Roger, in response to your first question, I can't 

> see any differences but 

> the Newman plates are lx only and good as they are, 

> they do not have the 

> detail that the Lot 99 image has. When looking at 

> the images of obverses 2 

> and 11 on plate XXVIII (=28) I fancy that the nose 

> points a little lower on 

> the R on obv. 11 than it does on obv. 2, but when 

> you look at lot 99 you see 

> that this is not so. The coin used to illustrate 

> obv. 11 shows much more 

> wear than that used for obv. 2 (=lot 99) so any 

> apparent differences may be 

> due to wear, not to different dies. 

> I have enough eye strain from trying to answer 

> question #1 to pass on the 

> others. Any hope of seeing any differences has been 

> squelched by not finding 

> them in staring for several minutes at obvs. 2 & 11 

> on the plate. 

> By the way I consider myself pretty good at picking 

> out such minute 

> differences. As a kid I could find the animals 

> lurking in the bushes on the 

> puzzles and could find the "Ninas" on the Hirschfeld 

> cartoons faster than 

> anyone else. 

> Suggest you try the superimposition test. Get 

> transparencies of the two 

> varieties (of the same size, of course) large enough 

> to show the details and 

> then place one upon the other. The differences, if 

> any, will appear blurred. 

> No blur, no difference. 

> david. 

> -Original Message- 

> From: "Roger Moore" <rogermoore435@yahoo.com> 

> To: "Jim Spilman" <jcspilman1@comcast.net>; "John 

> Kleeberg" 

> <jmkleeberg@yahoo.com>; "Mark Kleiman" 

> <marklei@on.aibn.com>; "Alan Anthony" 

> <vacomage(^^^y / r f //*[(# | « ^ 
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> Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] 2-E Virginian 

> Date: 01/09/2005 8:52:07 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 
To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 


Thanks Jeff. I think what it means if this is all 
true, we need to remove 2-E as a variety, we need to 
remove 11-D as a variety and we need to add 2-D as a 
new (old) variety. After starring at these coins for 
an hour, you can imagine how difficult it was for Eric 
when he was trying to make sense of all this 40 years 
ago!! Any other thoughts?? Roger 


— rosaamltd@aol.com wrote: 

> Roger, after staring at photos for many minutes, I 

> don't see any appreciable 

> differences between 2 and 11. However, what David 

> suggested makes the most 

> sense -- see if someone at Stack’s can get you a 

> very high quality scan of 

> the photo and print out transparencies for the two 

> obverses and overlay them. 

> I suspect that you'll find they are the same, but if 

> there are any minute 

> differences, this will be pretty much the only way 

> to spot them. Now if 2 and 

> 11 ARE the same, then clearly both 2-D and 2-E would 

> have to be listed. 

> 

> As for differences between E & F reverses...! never 

> did see any differences 

> there. 


> Jeff 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to: 
http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/ 
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Subj: Re: Virginia Die interlock paper 

Date: 01/09/2005 11:31:11 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: rogermoore435@yahoo.com, vacoinage@aol.com, gtrudgen@aol.com 

CC: ericnumis@aol.com 

Alright Gary, I couldn't wait for your reply. I went 
ahead and made the changes. If you can incorprate 
them, that is great. You will note that I have 
attached one page of changes. Most of this is an 
addenda which I think will be the least problem in 
disrupting the layout. There is one added reference 
and a few changes in the numbers within the text. 

These are all ennumerated. I have also included an 
updated die interlock chart that you can use instead 
of the old one. The new one eliminates the reverse E 
and the obverse 11. Hope we can work these changes 
in. It is incredible how dynamic this series has 
become!!! Eric and Alan, please look over the 
changes ASAP and get back to Gary if he thinks he can 
get the changes in before publication. Thanks go 
especially to Alan for having caught this problem (I 
hope early enough). Roger 


— Roger Moore <rogermoore435@yahoo.com> wrote: 

> Gary, I really hate to say this but the Ford 

> Catalog 

> that just came out has provided information which 

> will 

> make some of the date provided in the Virginia die 

> interlock paper we sent you obsolete. I do not know 

> how far into the printing process we are with it, 

> and 

> if we have crossed the no turning point, then we 

> will 

> just have to live with it. However, if I can get 

> you 

> corrections this coming week, would that do? The 

> key 

> problem is the variety in Eric's original article 

> that 

> was called a 2-E is actually a 2-D and the 11 

> obverse 

> ancTEreverse do not exist. This is the findings 

> over 

> the weekend by using the actual coins in the Ford 

> sale 

> that were used on the Newman plate. This would not 

> be 

> a major change in the paper. I would have to add an 

> explanatory paragraph to the paper, change some of 

> the 

> numbers on die combinations, and change the 

> interlock 

> plate by removing the E and 11. Let me know. I 

> have 

> tomorrow off and could work on it all day if 

> necessary. Roger 
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Subj: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Re: [Colonial Numismatics] Ford Sale 

Date: 01/19/2005 3:45:46 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 

To: colonial-coins@yahoogroups.com, VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 

Hello Alan. Congratulations on your buys. I think the 23-Q was a good buy. 
Though I think you will be disappointed with the 9-B (edges are hammered), 
it is still a rare variety. I plead guilt to going overboard on the Virginians. In 
all honesty, and something that should not be a surprise to anyone that 
reads my posts, I put a high premium on pedigree. Having said that, I 
bought at a premium, 5 Newman plate coins and I do not regret the prices 
one bit. I just wish I had enough money to have bought them all. These 
coins will eventually become the Newman/Moore plate coins since I plan to 
US e every one of the coins in my attribution guides. In addition, my buys 
have put me near the end of completeing an UNC collection of Virginians by 
variety (okay - my 5-B and 9-B are not UNC). Of course I will be glad to let 
you use any and all images in your update article. I am flying high right 
now. On the one side my wife is not real happy I spent so much but I am 
absolutely thrilled to now own a significant number of Newman plate 
coins!!!! Roger 


vacoinage@aol.com wrote: 

First and fore most I would like to thank two people for there service. My agent at the 
sale Dave Wnuck, once again Dave did a great job looking after my bids. For those like 
me who cannot always attend the sales I recommend Dave highly as your proxy. Once 
I again thanks Ray (and Diane) for posting the prices for those of us who are home 
bound. 

I was very perplexed by the Virginia prices, about half went for what I thought was 
exorbitant amounts and the other half for about what I feel is a fair price for a nice 
Virginia with an important pedigree. I was pleased to hear that a friend in the New 
Jersey Gang came home with quite a few including the important lot 99 and the very 
rare 5 B. I hope that friends in Pennsylvania and Canada also got a few also. Pleased 
to report that Dave got me lot 113, a nice upgrade to my 23Q's. In a fit of stupid I also 
won by way of an Internet bid lot 108, a $25 coin with a $75 lot ticket. 

Stacks has been kind enough to allow me to use the outstanding images of these 
coins in the Virginia manuscript. So I would be grateful if the new owners would contact 
me and tell me how or if to list them in the pedigree. As most of you might guess this 
catalog is an important Virginia reference. The sale is perhaps the best quality 
collection ever assembled and one of the more complete. To use it as a reference 
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correct lot 99 to read 2 D and lot 107 to be 4 O. Alan 


yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 
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Subj: Fwd: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] 9-B 

Date: 02/20/2005 3:00:06 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: JCSpilman1@Comcast.NET 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 


Of course. Then you become the resident specialist WITH portfolio!!! 
A new high in your numismatic career! 

Everyone’s career who is a member of the eSIG!!! 

Jim/CNLF 


-Original Message- 

Subject: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773] 9-B 
Date: Sun, 20 Feb 2005 12:14:36 -0800 (PST) 

From: Roger Moore <rogermoore435@yahoo.com> 

Reply-To: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 
To: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 

Jim, I really think that Virginians are ignored now due to the lack of an attribution guide. As you know I have one 
pretty far along but it still needs a fair amount of work. Once it gets published and others can begin to identify 
varieties more easily, I think there is a good chance that this coinage will catch on with others. Until then, I plan to 
accumulate the rarer types when I can. Roger 


JCSpilman <JCSpilman1@Comcast.NET> wrote 


Roger - - 

(1) Tiny collector base is the reason! 

(2) Until EPN did his study in 1956 - no one understood what these 
things were! 

(3) Extremely difficult attribution by EPN die variety. 

(4) They have been collected ONLY by types (in most cases) - with or 
without dot. 


Until CNLF started the eSIG there was no consistent source information 
available anywhere. You are in the forefront of this series simply by 
being Moderator of the eSIG! 

Jim/CNLF 


PS - Same is (almost) true with my work in the Blacksmiths eSIG. This 
should indicate the value of the eSIGs to the numismatic community. 
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Roger Moore wrote: 

> I am amazed. Attached is a second 9-B that I got last night for 

> under $100. The ebay number was 3958826045. Since this is the second 

> 9-B I have gotten in a week, either they are not a rare as I suspected 

> or there is a tiny collector base. In any case if I can pick up 

> relatively rare Virginians for under $100, I will. I think that 

> eventually Virginians will develop a larger following and the relative 

> rarities will take off. Of interest the 1-A and silver Virginian 

> brought phenomenal prices in Ford VII. Roger 


> Yahoo! Groups Sponsor 
[Image] 

Get unlimited calls to 

U.S./Canada 

[Image] 


> Yahoo! Groups Links 

> 
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> 

> * To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

> VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 
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> * Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of 

> Service. 
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Subj: The E-Sylum v8#10, March 6, 2005 

Date: 03/06/2005 9:50:03 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: esylum@binhost.com 

Reply-to: whomren@coinlibrary.com 

To: esylum@binhost.com 

Welcome to The E-Sylum: Volume 8, Number 10, March 6, 2005: 
an electronic publication of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society. 
Copyright (c) 2004, The Numismatic Bibliomania Society. 


SUBSCRIBER UPDATE 


■Next is a paper updating the known varieties of Virginia halfpence. 

It is authored by three enthusiasts of the series: Dr. Roger A. 

Moore, Alan Anthony, and Eric P. Newman. Approximately five 
decades ago, Eric researched and authored the standard reference 
on Virginia halfpence. His work was so complete that little has 
been written since on the series. A few new Virginia halfpenny 
dies have been discovered, however, since Eric's work. This 
paper reports on these new discoveries and provides a new die 
interlock chart of all the known varieties today. 
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Subj [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Re: [Colonial Numismatics] Virginia Halfpenny article 

Date: 03/23/2005 6:56:25 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: JCSpilman1@Comcast.NET 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 

To: colonial-coins@yahoogroups.com, VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com 

CC: EncNumis@aol.com, CNLF-eSIG-Moderators@yahoogroups.com, CNLF-BOD@yahoogroups.com 


23 March 2005 
Jeff-- 


Patience, patience. 


You have probably noted that Roger's article was taken from the VA eSIG JEANe ! 


We are collecting (harvesting) images as quickly as possible and for this series, in particular, need the best we can obtain I 
personally, have yet to post the JJF images and those from my own small collection. We/I are also developing a logic chart (see 
the Kessler Fugio charts that began in CNL) and when those two projects are completed the ID of the VAs will become much 
easier than it is today. Then we can put together the photographic die interlock chart, and possibly a Die Analysis chart as well 


Stop and think - a year ago when Roger accepted the Moderator position for the VA eSIG he hardly knew what we were talking 
about! Today he is probably - other than EPN - the most knowledgeable person in the world on the subject! 


I ©xpect that I am as proud of Roger's work and the other VA eSIG's team members as he is, perhaps more so' Three other 
eSIGs are doing almost as well as the VA (in publication) and within year 2005 I anticipate comprehensive JEANe from each of 


The Phoenix program is picking up steam. 
Jim/CNLF 


Roger Moore wrote: 

Thanks Jeff -1 think. As one of the few collectors/dealers that attribute these neat little coins, I hope to have a photo 
guide out in about a year. Roger 

Rosaamltd@aol.com wrote: 

Roger, I finally had time (on a rainy afternoon in sunny Southern California) to sit down and spend a few 
hours with the latest CNL. Although I risk ruining your track record, I have to say your article was VERY 
good - it's nice to see photos of the new die varieties as well as to have a coherent discussion of the 
changes made to Eric's work as well as the die interlock chart. My ONLY complaint is.. .when will we see a 
PHOTOGRAPHIC die interlock chart??? Jeff 


Yahoo! Groups Sponsor 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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Subj: Re: Virginia coinage literature 

Date: 05/11/2005 9:02:37 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: halfcent@mac.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Dear Mr. Newman- 

Thanks for your email. I called Bill Veach this morning, and he said to give you his contact information. Here it is: 

William N. Veach 
4 Canela Court 
Homosassa, FL 34446-4730 

(352) 382-8919 

llamapopl 941 @yahoo.com 

What sparked my interest? Let me apologize from the beginning for what I know will be a longer answer than you probably want 
to read. 

I have what is probably a logical interest in VA Halfpennies, since I am a US half cent collector and live in Virginia. My half cent 
collection has matured to the point that there isn't much that I want to add to it, so it is probably about time to move into 
something else. I wondered if many people collect VA Halfpennies by variety and decided to teach myself to attribute them, 
thereby running into a brick wall. I have been trying for several years to get a copy of your original monograph on the series, but it 
has been a challenge. I finally managed to get one from Charlie Davis' auction that ended last weekend. I put in a bid WAY over 
his estimate and am very excited that it is coming. Now, of course, I need a copy of the article on the updates from a few years 
later. If you know where I can get one, please let me know. 

To continue. As you obviously know, I am the editor of The Virginia Numismatist. I also thought that VA Numismatist would be a 
good place for articles on the series. As you may have heard, I have done research on half cent survivorship and mintage that 
has been published in Penny Wise over the last 5 years or so. I was interested originally in seeing if I could find a way to extend 
the methods I developed to study the VA Halfpennies, but that would require developing the ability to attribute them accurately, 
and that led me again to the same brick wall. 

Bill Veach did participate a bit in the republication project; essentially, he got it started. He had sent me Xerox copies of a group 
of articles he had written for VA Numismatist on the series in the early 1990s - these, I assume are the articles you know. I wrote 
him back and told him I was interested in having the journal revisit some of the issues he raised in his articles and asked if he was 
interested in providing updated information. He wrote back in August of 2003 that "there is nothing to update", that he wrote the 
articles to create a greater interest in the series, and that I was welcome to repeat what he had sent earlier. He said his work was 
based on yours. There were things in his articles that I thought were not appropriate to republish (e.g., price guides, articles on 
counterstamps and whether UNCsOTTnrcutated examples were more desirable), end what I ended up-doing was to take what I 
considered to be the two most significant ones and combine their information. I did my best to alter Bill's words as little as 
possible, consistent with taking two different articles and stitching them together. He told me he was very pleased with the final 
product. The stars aligned when Stack's listed the John J. Ford VA Halfpennies, so I used images of those coins to illustrate the 
major varieties. 

I heard from Roger Moore in late March, and he asked me for Veach's address as well, which I promised to look up and send 
him. However, I was the chairman of the 2005 Early American Coppers convention in Annapolis a few weeks ago and his 
request got buried under a pile of other numismatic stuff that couldn't wait. I apologize for that. Roger emailed me a copy of your 
AJN article (thanks again!), which I enjoyed. Obviously, several things in Bill’s article are no longer true. Roger also told me that 
none of the varieties is as rare a&Bitl seems to think. 

Anyway, that is pretty much the story. I copied Roger on this email, because I failed to help him contact Bill. Roger said he had 
been to1 ^ P) 11 * dWdV ’ but that information was obviously wrong. He sounded like he is in good health, though he 


Maybe this summer, I will finally get to do the reading on VA Halfpennies that I have wanted to do for some time. I hope to have 
the chance to meet you in 2007 when EAC has our convention in St. Louis! 


Thursday, May 12, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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So, you are certainly right that this is an odd situation, but I hope it's odd in a good way. It seems to be. 

Best wishes, 

Bill 

Bill Eckberg 
PO BOx 19079 
Alexandria, VA 22320 

On May 10, 2005, at 11:57 PM, EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

Dear Mr. Eckberg: Bernard (Your Half Cent friend) telephoned me and said that you wished to obtain some 
literature on the Virginia halfpence. This involves an odd situation. 

I know that you are the editor of The Virginia Numismatist. 

I very recently wrote to Clay Everhart to find the whereabouts of 

William N. Veach who many years ago did much research on the subject and then dropped out of sight. He 
told me he could not divulge any member's address but said he would notify Veach of my request. He sent me 
the Fall 2004 Virginia Numismatist which I had requested and which contained a consolidated article of two of 
Veach's prior Virginia writings. I do not know who consolidated this and I never have received any recent 
communication from Veach. Did Veach consent to this or did he participate? 

Roger Moore, Alan Anthony and I just did an update on the subject which was just recently published in the 
AJN. I did not know anything about what the Va. Numis had published. Ours was researched and prepared for 
over several years and was edited by ANS for many months before being printed in Hong Kong. 

Please tell me what sparked your interest in the matter and straighten me out as to what is happening if you 
can. Where is Veach? 

I will be delighted to try to be of help. 

Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis MO 63105 Tel: 314 727 0850 
Fax: 314 727 0820 


Thursday. May 12. 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Virginia coinage literature 

Date: 05/11/2005 10:06:22 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

To: halfcent@mac.com, EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Thank you very much, Bill, on this follow-up. It clears up a real mystery for me. Have you read the "Gold Frog" by Veach? It has 
a Virginia halfpenny in it. I will be contacting Mr. Veach, mostly to talk about the "Gold Frog" and to clear up some of the issues 
that he touched upon in his Newsletters. In particular there are some new varieties he lists and I wonder what they are. 

Eric, I do not want to step on your toes in contacting Veach. If you would like to talk to him first, I can delay my contact. In any 
case it is great to know that he is alive and well!! 

Bill, I am working on an attribution guide for Virginians which will make it easier to determine the variety. Brick walls abound, so 
be sure to read the entire CNL artictethat Eric, Alan and I wrote, BEFORE actively trying io do attributions. By the way not only 
will you need Eric's original monograph but you will have to get his update that appears in Museum Notes X. 

Best regards and thanks again!! 

Roger 


William Eckberg <halfcent@mac.com> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Newman- 

Thanks for your email. I called Bill Veach this morning, and he said to give you his contact information. Here it is: 

William N. Veach 
4 Canela Court 
Homosassa, FL 34446-4730 

(352) 382-8919 

llamapop1941@yahoo.com 

What sparked my interest? Let me apologize from the beginning for what I know will be a longer answer than you 
probably want to read. 

I have what is probably a logical interest in VA Halfpennies, since I am a US half cent collector and live in Virginia. My 
half cent collection has matured to the point that there isn't much that I want to add to it, so it is probably about time to 
move into something else. I wondered if many people collect VA Halfpennies by variety and decided to teach myself to 
attribute them, thereby running into a brick wall. I have been trying for several years to get a copy of your original 
monograph on the series, but it has been a challenge. I finally managed to get one from Charlie Davis' auction that ended 
last weekend. I put in a bid WAY over his estimate and am very excited that it is coming. Now, of course, I need a copy of 
the article on the updates from a few years later. If you know where I can get one, please let me know. 

To continue. As you obviously know, I am the editor of The Virginia Numismatist. I also thought that VA 
Numismatist would be a good place for articles on the series. As you may have heard, I have done research on half cent 
survivorship and mintage that has been published in Penny Wise over the last 5 years or so. I was interested originally in 
seeing if I could find a way to extend the methods I developed to study the VA Halfpennies, but that would require 
developing the ability to attribute them accurately, and that led me again to the same brick wall. 

Bill Veach did participate a bit in the republication project; essentially, he got it started. He had sent me Xerox copies of a 
group of articles he had written for VA Numismatist on the series in the early 1990s - these, I assume are the articles you 
know. I wrote him back and told him I was interested in having the journal revisit some of the issues he raised in his 
articles and asked if he was interested in providing updated information. He wrote back in August of 2003 that "there is 
nothing to update", that he wrote the articles to create a greater interest in the series, and that I was welcome to repeat 
what he had sent earlier. He said his work was based on yours. There were things in his articles that I thought were not 
appropriate to republish (e g., price guides, articles on counterstamps and whether UNCs or circulated examples were 
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more desirable), and what I ended up doing was to take what I considered to be the two most significant ones and 
combine their information. I did my best to alter Bill's words as little as possible, consistent with taking two different 
articles and stitching them together. He told me he was very pleased with the final product. The stars aligned when 
Stack's listed the John J. Ford VA Halfpennies, so I used images of those coins to illustrate the major varieties. 

I heard from Roger Moore in late March, and he asked me for Veach's address as well, which I promised to look up and 
send him. However, I was the chairman of the 2005 Early American Coppers convention in Annapolis a few weeks ago, 
and his request got buried under a pile of other numismatic stuff that couldn't wait. I apologize for that. Roger emailed me 
a copy of your AJN article (thanks again!), which I enjoyed. Obviously, several things in Bill's article are no longer true. 
Roger also told me that none of the varieties is as rare as Bill seems to think. 

Anyway, that is pretty much the story. I copied Roger on this email, because I failed to help him contact Bill. Roger said 
he had been told that Bill had passed away, but that information was obviously wrong. He sounded like he is in good 
health, though he said he had had bypass surgery a while back. 

Maybe this summer, I will finally get to do the reading on VA Halfpennies that I have wanted to do for some time. I hope to 
have the chance to meet you in 2007 when EAC has our convention in St. Louis! 

So, you are certainly right that this is an odd situation, but I hope it's odd in a good way. It seems to be. 

Best wishes, 

Bill 

Bill Eckberg 
PO BOx 19079 
Alexandria, VA 22320 

On May 10, 2005, at 11:57 PM, EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

Dear Mr. Eckberg: Bernard (Your Half Cent friend) telephoned me and said that you wished to obtain 
some literature on the Virginia halfpence. This involves an odd situation. 

I know that you are the editor of The Virginia Numismatist. 

I very recently wrote to Clay Everhart to find the whereabouts of 

William N. Veach who many years ago did much research on the subject and then dropped out of 
sight. He told me he could not divulge any member's address but said he would notify Veach of my 
request. He sent me the Fall 2O04Wirginta NumismattsTwhteh I had requested and which contained a 
consolidated article of two of Veach's prior Virginia writings. I do not know who consolidated this and I 
never have received any recent communication from Veach. Did Veach-coesent toThis or did he 
participate? 

Roger Moore, Alan Anthony and I just did an update on the subject which was just recently published 
in the AJN. I did not know anything about what the Va. Numis had published. Ours was researched 
and prepared for over several years and was edited by ANS for many months before being printed in 
Hong Kong. 

Please tell me what sparked your interest in the matter and straighten me out as to what is happening 
if you can. Where is Veach? 

I will be delighted to try to be of help. 

Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis MO 63105 Tel: 314 727 0850 
Fax: 314 727 0820 
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Subj: Fwd: Virginia coinage literature 

Date: 05/10/2005 10:57:53 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: Halfcent@mac.com 


Forwarded Message: 

Subj: Virginia coinage literature 

Date: 05/10/2005 5:59:30 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From. EricNumis 

To: WECKBERG@howard.edu- 


Dear Mr. Eckberg: Bernard (Your Half Cent friend) telephoned me and said that you wished 
to obtain some literature on the Virginia halfpence. This involves an odd situation. 

I know that you are the editor of The Virginia Numismatist. 

I very recently wrote to Clay Everhart to find the whereabouts of 

William N. Veach who many years ago did much research on the subject and then dropped 
out of sight. He told me he could not divulge any member's address but said he would notify 
Veach of my request. He sent me the Fall 2004 Virginia Numismatist which I had requested 
and which contained a consolidated article of two of Veach's prior Virginia writings. I do not 
know who consolidated this and I never have received any recent communication from Veach. 
Did Veach consent to this or did he participate? 

Roger Moore, Alan Anthony and I just did an update on the subject which was just recently 
published in the AJN. I did not know anything about what the Va. Numis had published. Ours 
was researched and prepared for over several years and was edited by ANS for many 
months before being printed in Hong Kong. 

Please tell me what sparked your interest in the matter and straighten me out as to what is 
happening if you can. Where is Veach? 

I will be delighted to try to be of help. 

Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis MO 63105 Tel: 314 727 0850 
Fax: 314 727 0820 
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— Original Message — 

From: Roger Moore 
To: Virginia Group Coin 

Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2005 9:59 PM 
Subject: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] William Veach 

Well, William Veach is alive and well - in Florida. I spoke with him yesterday and he said that 
about two years ago he sold most of his Virginians on ebay. I am trying to find out about some of 
his listings that were new, to see if they are varieties which we have described. In any case I 
thought you all should know that he has been tracked down and is not a figment of someone's 
imagination!! Roger 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

VirginiaHalf penceOf1 7 73-unsubscribe@ya h oogroups.com 

• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Ya hoo ! Ter ms of Ser vice. 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773] William Veach 

Date: 05/20/2005 5:55:21 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to. VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

CC: GTrudgen@aol.com 

Some qood questions David. Since you can access his Newsletters on the Virginia eGroup site, I didn't think to ask - but I will 
You can see all his issues in the file section and print them out. He is sending me a signed copy of the Gold Frog which was his 
book and the book relates to the Harper's Ferry area as part of it's puzzling enigma of a Virginia halfpence. He had not seen my 
article and I emailed him a copy. I asked about the 3-L1 that he has listed as a new variety and he could not remember 
distinguishing features. He may have thrown out all his files but he will look and get back to me. He is proud that he pushed 
throuqh the Virginia legislation the bill honoring the work Eric Newman did on the Virginia coinage. He only has a very few 
Virginians left including a counterstamp that he is very proud about (not the RPS). In any case I look forward to seeing what 
comes in the mail from him. If I have not heard from him in the next month, I will call again. Roger 


David Gladfelter <dgladfelter@_comcast.net> wrote 

Roger, will he consent to having his newsletter republished? By C4 and/or CNL? How many issues did he put out? Does 
he have any left? Does he have comments on your most recent article? What does he say about some of the questions 
we have raised? Etc. etc. david. 

— Original Message — 

From: Roger Moore 
To: Virginia Group Coin 

Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2005 9:59 PM 
Subject: [VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773] William Veach 

Well, William Veach is alive and well - in Florida. I spoke with him yesterday and he said that about two years ago he 
sold most of his Virginians on ebay. I am trying to find out about some of his listings that were new, to see if they are 
varieties which we have described. In any case I thought you all should know that he has been tracked down and is 
not a figment of someone's imagination!! Roger 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http ://grou ps.yahoo.com /qr oup/V i rqini aHalf penceO f1 773/ 

• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

VirqiniaHal fpenc eOf1773-u nsubscri be@ y ahoo qroups.c om 

• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service. 


Friday. May 20. 2005 America Online: EricNumis 







Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] William Veach 

Date: 05/20/2005 6:05:26 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: JCSpilman1@cnlf.org 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

Hi David & Roger - 

I wonder why you would want to have the Vetch newsletters republished? 

The full text of each of them is in our lending library and that should satisfy the needs of our membership. 
They are now quite old and have been supplemented by Roger's work published recently in CNL. 

Just curious. 

Jim/CNLF 


David Gladfelter wrote: 

Roger, will he consent to having his newsletter republished? By C4 and/or CNL? How many issues did he put out? 
Does he have any left? Does he have comments on your most recent article? What does he say about some of the 
questions we have raised? Etc. etc. david. 

— Original Message — 

From: Roger Moore 
To: Virginia Group Coin 

Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2005 9:59 PM 
Subject: [VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773] William Veach 

Well, William Veach is alive and well - in Florida. I spoke with him yesterday and he said that about two years ago 
he sold most of his Virginians on ebay. I am trying to find out about some of his listings that were new, to see if 
they are varieties which we have described. In any case I thought you all should know that he has been tracked 
down and is not a figment of someone's imagination!! Roger 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/g[roup/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

VirginiaHalfp enceO f1773-unsubscribe@yahoogroup s .com 

• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service. 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] William Veach 

Date: 05/20/2005 10:43:15 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

Hi Alan - no hurry. I would like to see your counterfeit (forgery?) Virginians again, also. Did you get the very preliminary Virginia 
forgery paper I emailed? Roger 


vacoinage@aol.com wrote: 

That is very interesting news Roger. It does confirm what I long suspected, that the hoard of Virginia's sold by Barb’s 
Collectibles in Oct. of 2002 or 2003 was indeed Mr. Veach's. In the Latest issue of The Virginia Numismatist they have 
just run an article by Mr. Veach. It was a composite of 2 articles he wrote circa 1990-1992. He does list more untracked 
dies than just 3 LI. Although I never thought much of his rarity ratings he might have much to add to the study. 

I should get to the bank tomorrow and be able to send you the counterfeits, 13 V, and the one other I need you to 
examine soon. Alan 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773/ 

• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service. 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] William Veach 

Date: 05/20/2005 12:02:27 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: vacoinage@aol.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

I have the paper, I will send along the copies and counterfeits. I have already plugged a couple of notes and thoughts in. We 
can take the best of your and my photos to illustrate. I also have my definitions written and will run those past you when I get a 
chance. I want to get the manuscript variety chapter updated first and get it out to all who are interested. Keep me posted on 
Mr. Veach. Alan 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773/ 

• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

VirainiaHalfpenceOf1773-unsubscribe@yahoqgroups.com 

• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Ser vice. 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773] William Veach 

Date: 05/20/2005 12:02:27 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: vacoinage@aol.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To. VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

I have the paper, I will send along the copies and counterfeits. I have already plugged a couple of notes and thoughts in. We 
can take the best of your and my photos to illustrate. I also have my definitions written and will run those past you when I get a 
chance. I want to get the manuscript variety chapter updated first and get it out to all who are interested. Keep me posted on 
Mr. Veach. Alan 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 
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• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
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• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service. 
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Subj: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] William Veach 

Date: 05/24/2005 7:21:48 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

Hi All. I received an email from William Veach today (pronounced like peach), after having 
spoken to him last week. He also spoke with Eric today and was very happy to have 
reconected with him. In regard to a number of questions people had: 

1) What is he doing? -1 asked him to write a short bio for this group since we have such an 
interest in knowing more about him. He is no longer involved in numimatics and has sold off his 
collections. However, I would still be interested in having his bio recorded for posterity since he 
has been an important figure in Virginia coinage. 

2) Will he allow "The Generation Newsletter" to be reprinted? - The short answer is no. His 
response in the email was, "As for reprinting the Generation News Letter, I do not want to. It 
was a private "roundtable" type of newsletter. If you have a complete listing of its members, 
please do not circulate it." 

3) As far as copies of "The Generation Newsletter"? -1 wrote to him today asking, "There were 
some questions about whether you had any of the sets of "The Generation Newsletter" that 
could be donated to ANS, C-4, and CNLF. Let me know." I will let you all know if he has some 
to donate. 

4) Finally, I asked about the RPS counterstamped coins. He thinks I may have bought his coin 
on ebay, so I sent him the image of my coin to confirm this. In any case I hope to get more info 
on the RPS counterstamp since he studied these so intently. 

Hope this fills in some of the questions. Roger 


1 Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 
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Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

Reply-to: 

To: 


Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] E verses F reverse 

06/14/2005 4:42:44 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 

VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 


Thanks Alan. You can ignore the email I just sent you privately since I had not seen this. I attach a composite of the Newman 
plate E and the F reverses and the F reverse from the Ford 3-F that I bought. Veach points out quite correctly that the 7th and 8th 
bead on the right portion of the crown are very different between the E and F Newman plate images. He also points out some 14 
other differences that are not quite as striking. The Newman F reverse plate coin is sort of lousy. I have to admit that I used the 
Ford F reverse to base my decisions that the E and F were the same. However, on comparing the Newman plate F with the Ford 
F reverse, they seem to be different. Is the Newman plate totally screwed up???? Help me!! Roger 


vacoinage@aol.com wrote: 

I have ben unable to find any difference between reverses E and F that striking anomalies cannot 
explain. All the previous plated examples of obverse 2 and 11 that I can find, have proved to be 2-D 
as far as I can tell. I am willing to entertain that 2-E does exist, however someone needs to find and 
plate one, with confirmation from someone else well versed with Virginia die varieties. Alan 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

• To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773/ 

• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773-unsubscribe@yahoogr9ups.com 

• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service. 
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Subj: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Good by 

Date: 07/27/2005 9:31:16 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: JCSpilman1@cnlf.org 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

Hello all - 

Since the C4 Gang of Four wiped out the eSIG program, this is the only 
remaining eSIG in good condition of operation and I am leaving my 
fairwell message here. 

Today I am shutting down the CNLF network while I move to our new home 
in Redstone Village. I doubt that I will ever set it back up again, 
but only time will tell. I refuse to waste any more of my time on the 
Phoenix Project or the dispicable people associated with the C4 Gang of 
Four. Keep up the good wwork here. 

Good by - and thanks to all who have stuck by me in these very 
difficult times. 

JCSpilmn 
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Subj: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] Good by 

Date: 07/27/2005 9:31:16 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: JCSpilman1@cnlf.org 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

Hello all - 

Since the C4 Gang of Four wiped out the eSIG program, this is the only 
remaining eSIG in good condition of operation and I am leaving my 
fairwell message here. 

Today I am shutting down the CNLF network while I move to our new home 
in Redstone Village. I doubt that I will ever set it back up again, 
but only time will tell. I refuse to waste any more of my time on the 
Phoenix Project or the dispicable people associated with the C4 Gang of 
Four. Keep up the good wwork here. 

Good by - and thanks to all who have stuck by me in these very 
difficult times. 

JCSpilmn 


Yahoo! Groups Links 

<*> To visit your group on the web, go to: 
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<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773] X-rays 

Date: 08/08/2005 7:54:03 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 


Dear Roger: 

I have been working on several other subjects but have followed the communications of the 
Virginia Esig group nevertheless. 

In my opinion it is not very important if imitations are called forgeries, reproductions, fakes, 
copies, phonies, replicas or souvenirs as long as they are not called counterfeits. 

The fact that they are sold as real whether altered or not is a matter which is not very well 
policed. Copies of many coins and paper money are being produced steadily under the 
ridiculous Hobby Protection Act. 

I have obtained recently a small amount of very important new information on Virginia 
coinage. If anything is to be published on genuine Virginia coinage I can add it, become a 
separate or joint author and give credit to my source. I would be glad to hear from anyone. 

I am glad you are so enthusiastic about your numismatic research. 

My best. Eric 



Wednesday, February 20, 2002 America Online: EricNumis 


Pjo p 




Page 1 of 4 


Subj: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] X-rays 

Date: 08/08/2005 5:47:54 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: llamapop1941@yahoo.com, VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773@yahoogroups.com 


Gentlemen. In order to keep this Virginia eSIG going, we need to have periodic posts. The overwhelming lack of response to my 
last post on forgeries, does not bode well for our eSIG. Even if you do not have much to say, if a comment passes your mind, 
please respond so we can keep this going. 

I have attached a CAT scan of 14 coins. Some will be included in the Virginia forgery paper coming up. Of interest, the first two 
in the first column are real Virginians. The third in the first column is the coin I previous wrote about in the C-4 Newsletter as 
being a cast counterfeit of a 10-W. The rest in the first column and all those in the second column are known Virginia cast 
counterfeits. Based on this x-ray, I am rethinking whether the 10-W was really a cast counterfeit or instead might be a real coin 
that was used as a jewelery piece. I believe Jeff Rock had made the observation that what I considered to be a casting port might 
actually be where the coin was attached to jewelery. I have also attached the images of the coin in question. What do you 
think?? Roger 
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Subj: Re: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] My 15 D late die state 

Date: 09/29/2005 10:19:24 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: JCSpilman1@Comcast.NET 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 


Alan -- 


Even better than that -- you can turn over a reverse and compare clash marks with the obverse to 
determine if they came from the same die. If the size is made large enough - it is easy to determine 
whether letter punches are the same ones on reverse and obverse. This was the way that I determined 
that the C punch used for the FUCIO series (the entire Club Ray group, in fact) was from a particular letter 
punch set used on the Connecticut Coppers. Etc. 

Jim 


vacoinage@aol.com wrote: 

Jim, Yes this is some very interesting stuff. For one thing I can now make all my coins double 
struck. I will have to put together a full set of these plates. Alan 
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the Ohio to Pennsylvania, following pre¬ 
cisely the western (but not the southern) 
line claimed by Gov. Penn in 1774 (jhd, 
Oct. 1776, 1828 edn., p. 101; Paullin 
and Wright, Atlas, pi. 97G). The dis¬ 
pute by no means ended here, but dur¬ 
ing the national struggle of the next two 
years it was quiescent, and TJ was not 
concerned with it again until he became 


governor, pervis: John Purvis, comp., 
A Complete Collection of All the Laws 
of Virginia Now in Force, London 
[1684?]. vezey: Francis Vesey, the eld¬ 
er, comp., Cases Argued and Determined 
in .. . Chancery, . . . from . . . 1746-7 to 
1755, London, 1771. Both these works 
were owned by TJ (Library Catalogue, 
1815, p. 73, 72). 
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Bill for Altering the Rates 
of Copper Coin in Virginia 

[7 November 1776] 

For rendering the halfpenny peices of Copper coin of this Common¬ 
wealth of more convenient value and by that means introducing 
them into more general circulation; be it enacted by the General 
assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia that from and after 
the passing of this act the said peices of Copper coin shall pass in 
all paiments for one penny each of current money of Virginia. 

Provided nevertheless as was heretofore provided by the laws 
that no person shall be obliged to take above one shilling of the said 
copper coin in any one paiment of twenty shillings or under, nor 
more than two shillings and six pence of the said coin in any one 
paiment of a greater sum than twenty shillings. 
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o determine TJ’s 
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MS (Vi). Docketed by TJ: “A Bp 
for altering the rates of the Copper coin 
of this Commonwealth.” Endorsed in at 
least two other hands: “1776 Nov. 7. 
Read the first Time. Novr. 8th. read 2d. 
Time and Committed to whole. Novem- 


TJ was appointed to a committee, 7 
Nov., to bring in this Bill, and he re¬ 
ported it the same day ( JHD, Oct. 1776, 
1828 edn., p. 45, 46, 65). 


From George Wythe 

GW to T.J. / 11 Nov. 1776 

The resolutions describing treasons are inclosed. The report 
for ascertaining the value of coins, &c. remains in the same state 
of repose as you left it in, among several others that are, as the 
president says, not acted upon. I gave Col. Harrison an extract of 
that part of your letter which related to him, and asked him what 
answer I should make? He told me he would do what you desired 
so soon’as he could. The enemy’s army we are credibly informed 
have left their camp at Whiteplains and retreated towards New- 
york. I just now hear that Carleton, on the 28th of last month 

[ 597 ] 
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Subj: [VirginiaHalfpenceOf1773] RE: VA Half Pence 

Date: 01/11/2006 9:03:08 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: oliver.hoover@sympatico.ca, njraywms@optonline.net 

CC: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773@yahoogroups.com, colonial-coins@yahoogroups.com 

Hi Oliver. I am not sure I have all the info that you need but I will give you what I have for the Virginia coinage: 

1) 40 obverse dies and 30 reverse dies were made based on records from the Tower Mint 

2) The number of possible combinations of obverse and reverse dies is therefore 1200!! 

3) As of today there are only 24 known existing obverses of the Virginia coinage and 22 reverses (16 unused or undiscovered 
obverse dies and 8 reverse dies) 

4) A total of 31 die combinations are known. 

5) Most Virginia coinage has a single obverse paired with a single reverse 

6) Some die sharing did occur with 5 obverse dies paired with 2 different reverse dies, 1 obverse die paired with three reverse 
dies, 2 reverse dies paired with 2 obverse dies, two reverse dies paired with three obverse dies and one reverse die paired with 4 
obverse dies. 

7) Mintage figures for the different dies is not information I have. In fact rarity scales for this coinage are gross estimates. My 
general thinking is they are all rarity 4 or below but some varieties ARE much more difficult to find - especially in uncirculated 
condition, than others. 

8) Total mintage of all Virginia varieties was 672,000 coins. 

Hope this is of value. I will share with the colonial group also, since others, particularly Alan Anthony might be helpful in providing 
more detail. 

Roger 


'Oliver D. Hoover" <oliver.hoover@sympatico.ca> wrote: 

Hi Roger, 

All I need to know is 1) the total number of coins in the sample, 2) the total number of known dies, and 3) the number of 
dies that are only known from a single coin specimen. 

Oliver 


From: Roger Moore [mailto:rogermoore435@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 2:30 PM 
To: Ray Williams; Oliver D. Hoover 
Subject: Re: VA Half Pence 

Hi all. I would be willing to supply the raw data if Oliver is willing to analyse. Just let me know exactly what 
you need. Roger 

Ray Williams <njraywms@optonline.net> wrote: 

Roger, 

I think this would be a cool experiment to try with Oliver's computer program and current knowledge of the VA series. 
Could you work with him supplying info to enter in his program and check the results? 

Ray 


Ray, 

I would be delighted to do it. As I mentioned before I would need to know the total number of coins, the total number of 
known die varieties, and the total number of die varieties known only from a single coin specimen. 


I JO l 33Bd 
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'Oliver 


From: colonial-coins@yahoogroups.com [mailto:colonial-coins@yahoogroups.com] On Behalf Of Ray Williams 

Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 6:31 PM 

To: colonial-coins@yahoogroups.com 

Subject: [Colonial Numismatics] Oliver's program 

Oliver, 

With all the known info about the minting of the VA Halfpence, could you plug those figures into your program and see 
how accurate your calculations are? If you don't have them, one of the VA guys might contact you privately and give you 
the rarity for each of the varieties. 

Ray 

— Original Message — 

From: vacoinage@aol.com 

To: colonial-coins@yahoogroups.com 

Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 5:53 PM 

Subject: Re: [Colonial Numismatics] St. Patrick'scoinageandthelsIeofMan 

In a message dated 1/10/2006 2:10:38 PM Eastern Standard Time, Oliver.hoover@sympatico.ca writes: 

Stan, 

I have used the formulae before on known die data that runs into the hundreds. In the next year or so a 
colleague and I will be releasing a massive die study for all the silver coinage produced by the Seleucid kings 
at Antioch in the later second century BC. The die computation is widely accepted among scholars of ancient 
numismatics. 

I am still not getting what your point is about rarity. Coin specimens can be rare for any number of reasons; 
including being melted down in order to make other metal objects, but this has nothing at all to do with 
projecting the number of original dies. However, it may impact on projecting the total number of coins that may 
have been originally produced. 

Oliver 


How did we arrive at a formula for the die life? Bronze die, iron dies, steel dies? Even in our colonial times when steel 
was the common material the quality was quite variable. I can understand with a coin like the Virginia Halfpence, we 
know how many dies were made, how many we have evidence of use, and a total production number. I would doubt 
that we could even relate that data to most of the state coins. Lets see 660,000 Virginia Halfpence divided by 24 
confirmed obverse dies = 27,500. 660,000 divided by 22 confirmed reverse dies = 30,000 coin per die. Give a higher 
number for dies unknown or unconfirmed 1-3 of each and it is still at least 24,000 per die. John, Roger, John, Ray, 
Roger, Buel, Dennis et al. how does that compare with the 3,000,000 NJ's from "legal" mints? 


YAHOO! GROUPS LINKS 

■ Visit your group "Virqini aHa l fpenceO f 1 773 " on the web. 

■ To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 

Virq iniaHalfpenceOf1773-unsu b scri be@yahooqroup s.com 

■ Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service . 
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Subj: Re: More 

Date: 02/16/2006 3:34:02 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: PLMossman 


Dear Phil: 

Your comments about not finding the Jefferson activities about the value of Virginia halfpence 
are solved so that you do not have to try to read the blur I sent. See page 30 of my original 
1856 Coinage for Colonial Virginia which includes all of it. Please tell your wife I apologize for 
causing her unnecessary labor. Please tell her that when you marry a researcher it comes 
with the territory. My wife has the same problems and we only have been married 66 
years. Eric 
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Subj: [VirginiaHalfpenceOfl773] Two interesting finds 

Date: 2/22/2007 8:50:14 PM Central Standard Time 

From: rogermoore435@yahoo.com 

Reply-to: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

To: VirginiaHalfpenceOfl 773@yahoogroups.com 

CC: colonial-coins@yahoogroups.com, c4online@yahoogroups.com 

Hello all. I know our group has been pretty moribund but interest in the 
Virginia coinage has not waned - just gone underground. A paper will be 
published in the August 2007 CNL on the counterfeit-forgery-facsimiles of the 
Virginia coinage. Syd, Alan and Bill Veach are co-authors with me. It was a lot 
of work but I think you will all be interested in the findings. 

In any case I acquired last week two new Virginians which I have attached. The 
first is what I believe to be the 22-S variety. What is interesting about this 
specific coin is the large die break on the obverse under George. Has anyone else 
seen this? It could well be that once the die broke, only a few coins were made 
with the die break, before the 22 obverse die was retired. This could also explain 
relative scarcity of the 22-S. 

The second coin is what I believe to be the more common 23-Q though I need to 
actually get the coins into my possession to insect. In any case if you look at the 
"V" in GEORGIVS, there is an odd little pig tail die defect. Has anyone ever seen 
this before. For some reason this defect rings a bell in a few buried brain cells 
but I cannot remember where I saw it. I will post to the colonial group and C4 
group also. I would appreciate some help on this!! 

Thanks Roger 
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I Beginner's Workshop 


Cast replicas span centuries 

Some are not so easy to tell from real thing 


By Eric von Klinger 

COIN WORLD Staff 

Casting, an ancient and relatively easy 
method of coin manufacture, continues in 
favor today for making cheap replicas. 

Most such replicas have been of coins 
dating from those ancient times down to (in 
the United States), the Colonial and Early 
American periods. Even die-struck genuine 
coins often were crudely made, and cast 
copies therefore were more passable. 

Before the techniques of casting are 
explained, let it be said that the terms 
“forgery,” “counterfeit,” “copy” or “repli¬ 
ca” may be used interchangeably here. 
Some pieces go back to times when they 
were meant to deceive as money and be 
spent. Others are pieces made to deceive 
coin collectors. Still others are recent 
reproductions of long obsolete coins, pro¬ 
duced as souvenirs or collectibles or for 
amusement. 

Since 1975, when rules were published in 
accordance with the Hobby Protection Act 
of 1973, replicas in the United States must 
be marked with the incuse word copy in 
block letters of a certain size. Many pre- 
1975 copies without this distinguishing 
mark are still around, in coin collections or 
loose in bureau drawers. These pieces can 
continue to deceive individuals unfamiliar 
with cast replicas, and because many of the 
replicas are of very scarce coins, their own¬ 
ers often have exaggerated expectations of 

All collectors should learn how to distin¬ 
guish a cast replica. 

Casting, whether for genuine coins or 
forgeries, involves pouring molten metal 
into a mold or set of molds. 

In ancient days, as described by Wayne G. 
Sayles in Classical Deception: Counter¬ 
feits, Forgeries and Reproductions of 
Ancient Coins, a forger would impress 
coins into soft clay. The clay would then be 


fired in an oven, turning it into the pottery 
material known as terra cotta. Molds for 
the obverse and reverse of a coin would be 
bound together, with a “feeder channel” or 
flue inserted, where molten metal was 
poured. A base metal counterfeit finally 
might be plated with silver or some other 
premium metal. 

Sometimes hard-packed sand would be 
used instead of fired clay, transferring a 
gritty, pitted look to the counterfeit. 


Contrary to widespread 
thinking, not all base 
metals produce a thud or 
otherwise dull sound. 


By the time early U.S. cast forgeries were 
being made, more refined materials were in 
use, as described by Mark Hudgeons in 
Official Guide to Detecting Altered & 
Counterfeit U.S. Coins & Currency. 
Impressions would be made in smooth wax 
and molds might be of smooth brass or 
copper. Lead or other “pot metal” of low 
melting temperature could safely be poured 
into the copper. 

This improvement was not sufficient to 
prevent dust and other contaminants from 
forming pit blemishes on the finished prod¬ 
uct. Such surfaces remained a sign for sus- 

In what is known as the “lost wax” 
method, Don Taxay wrote in Counterfeit. 
Mis-Struck and Unofficial U.S. Coins, 
melted rubber replaced the sand or clay, 
and melted wax replaced the molten metal. 
The wax “coins” would be put in plaster, 
from which any air bubbles would be 



sucked. As the plaster was heated, the wax 
would evaporate. 

The finished plaster molds from this 
method were smoother and produced finer 
detail on the counterfeit coins made from 
them, Taxay wrote. 

Pebbly, pimply or pitted surfaces are not 
sufficient to condemn a piece as a cast 
counterfeit, nor is weight a sure test of 
authenticity. 

Weights even of genuine coins tended not 
to be as precise in earlier days as in today’s 
standards, but even so counterfeiters strove 
to make the weights of base-metal imita¬ 
tions close to the real thing. 

Obverses and reverses are sometimes cast 
separately, making it easier to adjust 
weights before the two pieces are soldered 
together. Even when molds are bound 
together, molten metal will flow into the 
juncture. The result in either case will be a 
thin line or seam around the edge. 

Counterfeiters have refined ways to con¬ 
ceal these seams, going beyond mere filing 
or smoothing. 

Virgil Hancock and Laurence Spanbauer, 
in Standard Catalog of United States 
Altered and Counterfeit Coins, noted that 
reeded edges produced directly from the 
casting process typically have gray, rough 
grooves. Counterfeiters have used tight-fit¬ 
ting collars to close around their forgeries, 
deepening and brightening those groves, 
they wrote. 

Experienced numismatists in such fields 
as Colonial American coins, where cast 
copies have been common, tend to place 
great importance on the correct tone of the 
metal when it is held on a fingertip and 
tapped with a pencil. 

Contrary to widespread thinking, not all 
base metals produce a thud or otherwise 
dull sound. Many “ring,” but tonal qualities 
vary, Taxay wrote. He devoted several para¬ 
graphs to trying to describe these differ¬ 
ences. The beginning reader will realize 
that they could be distinguished only with a 
good ear and substantial experience. 

Other tips given by Taxay emphasize tex¬ 
ture. The best of cast pieces will still have 



1773 VIRGINIA halfpenny cast repli¬ 
ca displays very porous surfaces.Cast- 
ing runs risk with air bubbles, 
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1805 DOLLAR replica has pitted, 
blackened surfaces.The piece is a repli¬ 
ca of a coin never struck. 



A "BAR COPPER” of a type 
believed to have been issued about 
1785 is the subject of this cast replica. 


some gritty surface. Examine especially in 
and around fine detail. A slick, greasy feel 
to the metal may indicate a lead base. 

If a coin is suspected to be lead, hold it in 
your closed hand. Cast lead will warm 
rapidly, Taxay wrote. 

Although it may take very fine measure¬ 
ment to tell, a cast coin often will have a 
diameter slightly less than it should be, 
because of cooling in the mold, he said. 

Some legitimate but damaged coins may 
share some characteristics with cast pieces, 
Taxay cautioned. Such coins include ones 
that have been blistered by fire or that have 
been harshly cleaned. In the latter case, loss 
of detail will show first in the open fields, 
not in the fine detail, as on a cast coin, Tax¬ 
ay wrote. 

A trick not so much in use today but that 
still may turn up in souvenir shops at 
tourist locations is the application of what 
Hancock and Spanbauer called “black 
goop.” This mixture, typically of a sooty 
substance and grease, is rubbed over a corn 
to mask flaws. If the substance has not been 
wiped off well, it may readily turn hands 
black. 

Although the most deceptive of copies, of 
the sort that got mixed into collections, 
have been increasingly identified as such 
and segregated in the market, caution is 
still the best by-word. No list of “tips” can 
be exhaustive. GO 













The Fourth Annual C-4 Convention Sale, November 21,1998 


84. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.12 - P BEFORE 

BI ST - (R-2) [PCI VF20] VF20. A popular Red Book type. Smooth 
semi glossy light brown surfaces. Tiny clip at 12:00 obverse. 



85. 1760 VOCE POPUEI FARTHING - LARGE LETTERS - 
\.l BREEN 234 (High R-5)VF30 66.6 gns. A scarce and popular type. 
The only other variety of this denomination, the Small Letters type, is 
prohibitively rare and essentially non collectable. Lovely light chocolate 
toning and quite glossy. The planchet is slightly naturally bowled, the 
center raised on the obverse. Possibly that is why the reverse is the stronger 
side, there showing bold detail of this grade or higher, while the very top 
of VOCE is weak on the obverse. This is a choice example for the grade. 

86. 1766 PITT HALFPENNY F12 83.7 gns. Strike is well- 
centered. Obverse peripheral lettering and date all legible, however weak 
in a couple areas. Token has a slight crease which caused uneven wear 
and is noticeable primarily on the reverse from 12-5 o'clock. Smooth, 
glossy milk chocolate surfaces. 

87. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - NO PERIOD AFTER 
GEORGIUS VF20 112.4 gns. Deep chocolate, glossy surfaces. Minor 
rim bruise at 6 o'clock, otherwise problem-free. 

88. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - NO PERIOD AFTER 
GEORGIUS F12 116.3 gns. Dark brown, porous surfaces. Annoying 
scratch upward diagonally through George's jugular. Obverse rim nick at 
3 o'clock and rim bruise on reverse at 11 o'clock. 




89. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - PERIOD AFTER 

GEORGIUS IV1S64 120.6 gns. Full blazing red original color on hard 
brilliant surfaces. Perhaps 5% to 10% of the surfaces have just begun to 
slightly tone, and elsewhere it’s a screamer. Perfectly centered with a full 
ring of denticles, and absolutely no problems. Bust and shoulders above 
most Unc.'s. even red ones, that typically are offered. 



90. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - PERIOD AFTER 

GEORGIUS [PCGS MS62BN] MS64. Undoubtedly. PCGS subtracted 
for a natural irregularity on the obverse rim at 5:00. This coin has a razor 
sharp strike with fully proof like surfaces. Brown is an inadequate term to 
describe proof like coins, as they are always shifting, flashing a rainbow 
of colors as you turn them in your hand. Perhaps because the surfaces are 
so pristine, definite evidence of die clashing is readily apparent above the 
King's head, a feature this cataloger can not recall noticing before. 




91. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - PERIOD AFTER 

GEORGIUS: UNLISTED IN NEWMAN EF40 119.9 gns As a type- 

coin this one is pleasing for the grade, with smooth very glossy chocolate 
brown surfaces and no problems, other than a small clip at 7:00 obverse 
as minted. For the vast majority of collectors, that's all that needs to be 
said. However many collectors are unaware of the die classification system 
devised for Virginia Halfpennys by Eric Newman. His book "Coinage for 
Colonial Virginia”, which was published by the American Numismatic- 
Society as Numismatic Notes and Monographs No. 135 in 1956. remains 
the standard reference. Over two dozen specific die combinations of 
Virginia Halfpence are known. By now a few combinations not listed in 
Newman's work are known, some reported and described in The Colonial 
Newsletter. This coin was discovered by Mike Ringo who describes the 
obverse as "similar to Newman 21. with a reverse with 7 harp strings" (the 
number of harp strings within the reverse shield is one of the attribution 
points used by Newman). Unfortunately this cataloger did not have access 
to his complete reference library while cataloging this coin, and thus can't 
confirm whether this variety is a completely new discovery, ore one of the 
handful previously reported. Probably the finest collection of Virginia 
Halfpennys ever offered was the Robert Vlack collection sold by New 
England Rare Coin Galleries in March 1976. It had 24 varieties (with 
diagnostic descriptions), not counting the rare Virginia "Penny". It is 
possible for today’s collectors to pursue this series by specific dies also, 
undoubtedly at times being offered rarer varieties at common type prices. 
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4. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.12 - P BEFORE 
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.1 BREEN 234 (High R-5)VF30 66.6 gns. A scarce and popular type, 
he only other variety of this denomination, the Small Letters type, is 
ohibitively rare and essentially non collectable. Lovely light chocolate 
rning and quite glossy. The planchet is slightly naturally bowled, the 
inter raised on the obverse. Possibly that is why the reverse is the stronger 
de. there showing bold detail of this grade or higher, while the very top 
' VOCE is weak on the obverse. This is a choice example for the grade. 

S. 1766 PITT HALFPENNY F12 83.7 gns. Strike is well- 
intered. Obverse peripheral lettering and date all legible, however weak 
a couple areas. Token has a slight crease which caused uneven wear 
id is noticeable primarily on the reverse from 12-5 o'clock. Smooth, 
ossy milk chocolate surfaces. 

7. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - NO PERIOD AFTER 

EORGIUS VF20 112.4 gns. Deep chocolate, glossy surfaces. Minor 
m bruise at 6 o'clock, otherwise problem-free. 

i. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - NO PERIOD AFTER 
EORGIUS F12 116.3 gns. Dark brown, porous surfaces. Annoying 
ratch upward diagonally through George's jugular. Obverse rim nick at 
o'clock and rim bruise on reverse at 11 o'clock. 
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EORGIUS MS64 120.6 gns. Full blazing red original color on hard 
illiant surfaces. Perhaps 5% to 10% of the surfaces have just begun to 
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ng of denticles, and absolutely no problems. Bust and shoulders above 
ost Unc.'s. even red ones, that typically are offered. 
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EORGIUS [PCGS MS62BN] MS64. Undoubtedly, PCGS subtracted 
r a natural irregularity on the obverse rim at 5:00. This coin has a razor 
iarp strike with fully proof like surfaces. Brown is an inadequate term to 
•scribe proof like coins, as they are always shifting, flashing a rainbow 
colors as you turn them in your hand. Perhaps because the surfaces are 
i pristine, definite evidence of die clashing is readily apparent above the 
ing's head, a feature this cataloger can not recall noticing before. 




91. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - PERIOD AFTER 

GEORGIUS: UNLISTED IN NEWMAN EF40 119.9 gns. As a type 
coin this one is pleasing for the grade, with smooth very glossy chocolate 
brown surfaces and no problems, other than a small clip at 7:00 obverse 
as minted. For the vast majority of collectors, that's all that needs to be 
said. However many collectors are unaware of the die classification system 
devised for Virginia Halfpennys by Eric Newman. His book "Coinage for 
Colonial Virginia", which was published by the American Numismatic 
Society as Numismatic Notes and Monographs No. 135 in 1956. remains 
the standard reference. Over two dozen specific die combinations of 
Virginia Halfpence are known. By now a few combinations not listed in 
Newman’s work are known, some reported and described in The Colonial 
Newsletter. This coin was discovered by Mike Ringo who describes the 
obverse as "similar to Newman 21. with a reverse with 7 harp strings" (the 
number of harp strings within the reverse shield is one of the attribution 
points used by Newman). Unfortunately this cataloger did not have access 
to his complete reference library while cataloging this coin, and thus can't 
confirm whether this variety is a completely new discovery, ore one of the 
handful previously reported. Probably the finest collection of Virginia 
Halfpennys ever offered was the Robert Vlack collection sold by New 
England Rare Coin Galleries in March 1976. It had 24 varieties (with 
diagnostic descriptions), not counting the rare Virginia "Penny". It is 
possible for today’s collectors to pursue this series by specific dies also, 
undoubtedly at times being offered rarer varieties at common type prices. 
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OBVERSE: 

First I tilted left- sharply; higher than second I. 

Top of second I nearer top of first than third and closer to first I than 
third. 

Second G slightly low. 





Fall, 2002 

Period slightly nearer I than R. 

O nearer E than R. 

E central to R and X. 

REVERSE: 

Leaf under V vertical. 

A straight up. 

Large lion clear of line. 

Top of 7 above 1. 

Leaf tip over space between V and shield. 

I does not touch line. 

Dot after 3 and A at center line. 

Leaf end opposite point between center and right side of upright of 
first I. 

Leaf end opposite center of A. 

Third I parallel to Divider. 

The following are the naked eye diagnostics: 

Obverse: Tip of ribbon end points below the E and the nose points to 
the right of R. 

Reverse: VIR is not curved. A straight line drawn under VIR cuts 
midway through the G. 

I would appreciate learning if other such examples exist. Please 
contact me at marklei@on.aibn.com . 

My Pet Peeve 

By Gary A. Trudgen 

My pet peeve is the misuse of the name of the early American 
coinage operation established by Thomas Machin near Newburgh, 
NY. I have seen: Machin Mill, Machin Mills, Machin’s Mill, 

Machins Mill, Machins Mills, etc. All of these are incorrect. The 
proper name of the mint is Machin’s Mills. 
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C4 Newsletter 

The proper name of the mint can be satisfactorily determined by 
examining the two indentures that were drawn up to create Thomas 
Machin’s company and then the partnership with Reuben Harmon’s 
Vermont coinage operation. The texts of both indentures are 
published in Crosby’s The Early Coins of America. The first 
indenture, dated April 18, 1787, established Machin’s firm and is 
found beginning on page 192 of Crosby. Within the text of this 
indenture is the following (bolding added for emphasis): 

“And the said Thomas Machin being possessed of certain 
mills, doth hereby agree to let the parties to these presents 
have the free use of them for and during the continuance of 
their copartnership (for the purpose of carrying on their joint 
trade) without any fee or reward for the same.” 

The second indenture, starting on page 196, is dated June 7, 1787 
and legally bound Machin’s company to that of Reuben Harmon. 
Quoting from this document we find (again, bolding is added for 
emphasis): 

“.. .it is further agreed by the parties of these Presents that the 
said Samuel Atlee, James F. Atlee, David Brooks, James 
Grier, James Giles and Thomas Machin, shall on or before the 
said First day of July next Compleat (sic) at their own Proper 
Cost & Charges the Works now Errecting (sic) at the Mills 
of the said Thomas Machin near the Great Pond in the 
County of Ulster aforesaid, so as to Enable the parties to 
these presents to Carry on their Joint Trade,...”. 

This document continues with excerpts as follows: 

“...Works erecting at the said Thomas Machin’s Mills...”. 

“...Coinage of Money & Manufacuring (sic) Hard Ware at 
the Mills of the said Thomas Machin...”. 

“...Money Coined at the Mills of the said Thomas 
Machin...”. 
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Newman, Eric P 

Coinage for colonial Virginia. New York, American 
Numismatic Society, 1956. 

57 p. illus. 23 cm. (Numismatic notes and monographs, no. 135) 
Bibliographical footnotes. 
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